


In the September issue of Connections, Olive Waddell 
was spotlighted. Olive, who is now 104 years old, 
started Rosenberg’s first Girl Scout troop in the 1940s. 
Another Girl Scouting pioneer was Doris Erwin, who 
started the first Brownie troop in Rosenberg. Doris, 
who along with Olive Waddell, was honored during the 
Girl Scouts 88th birthday celebration, was profiled in 
The Herald-Coaster. Doris relates that when she was 
asked to be a Brownie Girl Scout leader she jumped at 
the opportunity to work with the girls. They met at the 
service station that she 
and her husband owned. 

“The children were so nice,” she said. “They thought I 
hung the moon.” Doris also related a funny story about 
one of her girls. “One said, ‘I wonder how old she (Doris) 
is?’ Another answered, ‘I don’t know, but my mother is 
27 and she doesn’t have any grey hair!’” Doris’ picture 
was misidentified in the last issue of Connections as that 
of Olive Waddell. Both women were Girl Scout pioneers 
and the Council is glad to know their history. We sincerely 
regret the error.

Girl Scout Program Addresses 
Important Issue 

Relational Aggression is a concern to girls
	 In November, the Houston Chronicle ran a front page story about an anti-bullying program 
in the Spring Branch Independent School District. Some readers may have been surprised to 
discover that Girl Scouts of San Jacinto Council (GSSJC) was responsible for making it possible 
for girls to participate. 
	 According to the National Education Association, an estimated 160,000 children miss school 
everyday due to fear of attack or intimidation by other students. In 2003, the Girl Scout Research 
Institute published a study, Feeling Safe: What Girls Say that further details girls’ experiences. 
For girls ages 8 to 17, the number one concern, noted by 32 percent, was being teased or being 
made fun of. 
	 To address these concerns, Girl Scouts of the USA (GSUSA) administers the P.A.V.E. 
(Project Anti-Violence Education) the Way program, which is funded by the United States 
Department of Justice, Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention. This fall GSSJC 
delivered a P.A.V.E. program in the Spring Branch Independent School 
District (SBISD) with the help of Barbara Holt, a Safe and Drug Free 
Schools Consultant for SBISD. Barbara trains Spring Branch counselors 

who volunteer to be facilitators for the program.
	          One noteworthy aspect of the program is 
that it also introduced girls to Girl Scouts. Many 
girls who chose to participate in the program 
were not in traditional troops. “I was surprised 
that this was through Girl Scouts,” says Alina 
Z. The lesson on cliques was Alina’s favorite 
and she’s glad she signed up for the after-school 
class because she met some new friends. “Girls should always try new 
things. And if you try to be someone else, you won’t know who you are 
anymore,” she says.
		 	 Madison Z. is a member of Troop #12327 and thought 
the class would be a good way for her to meet other people from her 

school. “At first, I wasn’t quite sure if it was going to be fun,” she 
says. “but now I’m glad I did it. I learned a lot about how to be a good 
friend and also that just saying something that you don’t think is hurtful 
actually can hurt someone else.”
	 Junior Girl Scout Jordan T.’s favorite session was the cyber-bullying 
class. “We talked about bullying on the computer. I’m on the computer 
a lot and this helps me to know I’m saying the right thing.” Jordan also 
enjoyed the service learning aspect of the class in which girls adopted 
elementary school pen pals. “I have a fifth grade pen pal and gave her 
my first letter today,” she says. “I talked about Spring Branch Middle 
School and what it was like. Next year she will come to school here and hopefully I’ll get to 
meet her!”

Rosenberg’s Pioneer Girl Scouts

A Dream Come True
The Program Place for Girls and 

Goodykoontz Museum of 
Girl Scout History

Girl Scouts Through the Years
1920s 1930s 1940s 1950s 1960s 1970s 1980s 1990s 2000s

	 After years of planning and fundraising, the Program 
Place for Girls and Goodykoontz Museum of Girl Scout 
History opened in December. The $5.6 million building 
acquisition and renovation was part of Girl Scouts of San 
Jacinto Council’s (GSSJC) successful Capital Campaign.
	 Major supporters include the Albert and Margaret Alkek 
Foundation, Houston Endowment, Inc., The Robert and 
Janice McNair Foundation, and The J.E. and L.E. Mabee 
Foundation.
	 “It is our hope that generations of girls will enter these 
doors to gain the leadership skills they need to be the 
responsible citizens and leaders of tomorrow,” says GSSJC 
president Dr. Mary B. McIntire. “Every donor gift was 
critical in making this building a reality.”

Troops who 
contributed 
to the Family 
Giving Campaign 
participated in a 
special celebration 
at the Program 
Place on Saturday, 
December 1.

Catherine 
Acker and 
City Council 
member 
Anne 
Clutterbuck

Channel 13’s Miya Shay did a live broadcast at the fire circle with Girl 
Scouts on December 3.

Lillian 
Horlock 
was the 
first girl 
from 

Houston to attend 
an International 
Encampment.

The Girl Scout 
Mariner Program 

began. 

The first African-
American troops 

registered in 
Houston. The Council 

conducted its 
first sale of 

commercially 
baked cookies.

In 
1962, 
Girl 
Scouts 
of the 
USA celebrated its 
50th Anniversary.

In 1975, the 
National Council of 
GSUSA confirmed 
that Girl Scouts 
would continue 
to be an all girl 
organization.

The Gold Award 
was established.

The first Council 
Web site was 
developed as a Gold 
Award project.

Girl Scouts of 
San Jacinto 

Council 
opened the 

Program Place 
for Girls!

To take a closer look at Girl Scout history and how Girl Scouts are changing the  world, visit the Goodykoontz Museum of Girl Scout History.

Doris ErwinDoris Erwin

Olive WaddellOlive Waddell

Above: At the entrance to the 
Program Place, a wall recognizes 
major donors to the Invest In the 
Girl Scouts Capital Campaign.
Right: GSSJC board member Betsy
Kamin and Toni Moreno from 
Houston Endowment, Inc.



In honor of Marilyn Knight	
Charlotte Haynie

In honor of Eleanor Lee	
Robert Cohoon
Margaret McGuffey

In honor of Carole Lowenkron	
Marion W. Hazen

In honor of Yvonne Macik-Hill	
Harriet Pittman
	
In honor of Bea Marken	
Tamara Hahn
	
In honor of Caroline Matlock	
Karen Matlock

In honor of Elaine Metter	
Ranvae Baker

In honor of Tori Myers	
Debbie Richmond
Gerry Myers

In honor of Mary McIntire	
Susanne G. Glasscock
Carol Hopkins
Deidre Johnson
Marianita P. Snodgrass

In honor of Virginia Reed	
Cora Ann Blytas
Marlene M. Edwards
Dorothy M. Goodykoontz

In honor of Elizabeth Shea	
Linda Hudson Clann

In honor of Jo Ann D. Ward	
Francis Pagel

In honor of Mary L. Wilson	
Ranvae Baker
Cora Ann Blytas
Dorothy M. Goodykoontz

Donors (Contributors from September 1–November 30, 2007)

$50,000+
The George Foundation
Gulf Coast Medical Foundation
The Hamill Foundation

$10,000 - $49,999
Kay Craig
Dorothy M. Goodykoontz
George and Mary Josephine 
	 Hamman Foundation
Port of Houston Authority
PricewaterhouseCoopers
Schlumberger Oilfield Services
E.C. Simpson
Sterling Bank

$5,000 - $9,999
Debbie Adams
Martha Barnes
Harry S. & Isabel C. Cameron 	
	 Foundation
Ellen DeSanctis
Susanne G. Glasscock
Tamara Hahn
H-E-B
Roslyn Hill
Monica M. King
Mamie McFaddin Ward 
	 Heritage Foundation
Karen Matlock
Dorothy Paterson
Kathy Peavy Bailey
Gail B. Rogers
United Way of Brazoria County
Universal Weather and Aviation
Mary Vitek
Sara L. Walker
Cathy Wining Thomas

$1,000 - $4,999
Anadarko Petroleum 
	 Corporation
Deborah G. Beatty
BP America
CenterPoint Energy
ChevronTexaco Employees
Sharon Clarke
Daniel Measurement and 	 	
	 Control
Entergy

ExxonMobil Foundation
Gensler
Susannah Griffin
Halliburton
Betsy Kamin
Marilyn Knight
Carole Lowenkron
Mary McIntire
Jo Monday
Ragnot Amateur Sailing
	 Association
Lesley Rueb
Elizabeth Shea
Southern Union Company
Katherine M. Tamer
Texas Aromatics, LP
Gail Tompkins
Wal-Mart Foundation
Jo Ann D. Ward

$500 - $999
Administaff Inc.
American Express Company
Burnett Staffing Specialists
Conn’s
Kathy Crawford
Robert W. Dennis
Marcela D. Dickerson
El Paso Corporation
Kathy A. Elliott
Luz E. Flores
Vicki Freeman
Corrie Glinski
Charlotte Haynie
Houston Astros Baseball Club
Linda Hudson Clann
IBM Employee Services Center
Carolyn Johnson
Sandra A. Judson
Nancy Lee
Mabel’s Labels Inc
Jill B. Oliver
Sharon M. Owens
Nancy Lee G. Peterson
Randy Reese
Sloan L. Robertson
Regina Rogers
Rustic Woods Service Unit
Sam Houston Electric 
	 Cooperative, Inc

Tracy Schultz
United Way of Galveston
Suzanne Wales
Delphia A. York

$100 - $499
Rosa Ally
Josena Arquieta
AT&T Employee Giving 
	 Campaign
Mary S. Axelrad
Ranvae Baker
Bank of America United Way 
	 Campaign
Barbara G. Barnes
George Ann Barrett
Julie Bell
Tisha Bell
Cora Ann Blytas
The Book Club
Sherryl Bradley
Mary Gayle Brindley
Carolyn Britven
Jean Ann Bryant
Iris Burrell
Maureen E. Cagley
Melanie Castrey
Evelyn Cernik
Mimi K. Chew
Robert Cohoon
Lynda Daniel
Carolyn Davidson
Jacqueline Davis-Gilmore
Julie Deeter
Kathleen Denton
Angela DeSilva
Emelda Douglas
Peter Durkin
Tonya Fonsworth
Lisa Gaines
GE Foundation
Susan M. Gilbert
Susan W. Gillespie
Steve F. Gilliland
Carol Glass
Gladys Glenn
Carol & Henry Groppe Fund of 	
	 Communities Foundation of 	
	 Texas
Rosie Haffemann

Marna Harper
Joanna Harris
Tobin Hawkins
Marion W. Hazen
Tammy Henderson
Tracy Henry
Hilton Acquisitions Co., LLC.
Larry Hitt
Carol Hopkins
Mary Horwitch
Bernita Hunter
Antoinette Jackson
Michell James
Rita Jewell
Deidre Johnson
Shekila Johnson
Charles Jones
Marlene B. Jones
Deborah M. Kainer
Kellogg Brown & Root, LLC
Tabitha Kennedy
Bobbie King
Leslie Koester
Chrystal Lamb
Cynthia Lokken
Caroline Long
Lyondell Petrochemical 
	 Company
Tanya Mainwaring
Donna Marshall
Vanessa Martinez
Jennifer Masalca-Alvarez
Kathleen Matthews
Beverly Maxwell
Lawanna McCarty
Monica McCoy
Becky McCullough
Holley McMellian
Keith McPherson
Kristy Megale
Colleen Meloche
Sharon Mensik
Elaine Metter
Jayne Ann Miller
Rici Miller
Robert Mills
Kay J. Moore
Rosanna Moreno
Orange County United Way
Francis Pagel

Carrie Patton
Linda Pau
Zorcida Pestridge-James
Linda Petersen
Lawrence J. Pirtle
Emily Prus
Stacey Randles
Emyre B. Robinson
Josephine Rodgers
Cynthia H. Rogers
Kristie Rougeaux
Tanya Ruano
Louise Rugaard
Becky Rush
Nancy A. Rutledge
Donna Rybiski
Mary Ryder
Safeway Inc. U.S. Corporate
Margo S. Scholin
Brenna Schwartz
Carolyn G. Smith
Jade Smith
Marianita P. Snodgrass
Pam Soles
Robert Spaeth
Faye Stallings
Tammie Standing
Myra Stefek
Carol T. Stephenson
Kathy Sullivan
Marlene Sullivan
Sally Swanson
Judy Syring
Jenna Taylor
Texas Art Embroidery
Patricia D. Tilton
Brenda Tirrell
Suzanne Trevino
Troop #1694
Troop #24061
Karen M. Voiland
Mia Vu
Wachovia Securities, LLC
Jenny Wampler
Martha Webster
Evette Wesley
Debra Wilson
Merele Yarborough
Dawn Zajicek

KILT Radio
KTRK-TV Channel 13
Strongbuilt Welding & Fabrication
Max Movers

In honor of Tisha Bell	
Ranvae Baker

In honor of Cora Ann Blytas	
Ranvae Baker
Katherine M. Tamer

In honor of Barbara Bozeman	
Emily Prus
	
In honor of Barbara Creager	
Martha Barnes

In honor of JoAnn Davis	
Jacqueline Davis-Gilmore

In honor of Robert W. Dennis	
Patricia D. Tilton

In honor of The Dinosaurs	
Katherine M. Tamer

In honor of Marlene M. 
	 Edwards	
Cora Ann Blytas
Dorothy M. Goodykoontz
Virginia Reed

In honor of Hazel Evans	
Cora Ann Blytas

In honor of Dolores Goble	
Carolyn G. Smith

In honor of Dorothy M. 
	 Goodykoontz	
Ranvae Baker
Dolores Goble

In honor of Paula Hammond	
Hazel Cross

In honor of Betsy Kamin	
Patricia D. Tilton

In honor of Dorothy L. Wong	
Eva Breston

In honor of Mary Vitek	
Deidre Johnson

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

Memorials 
In memory of Ann T. Allen	
Frances Avery
James A. Barnes
Lynda Burr
Sandy Campbel
Pipper Dean
Patty Fleming
Elaine Flowers
Alice Harvey
Carole Hawkins
Sue Heard
Brenda Hederhorst
Carolyn Hughes
Benegene Kring
Sandy Lea
Edna Markham
Judi Martin
Sandra Matteson
Sharon McDonald
Judy McNeil
Clarice Pasierb
Sheron Smith Savage
Mary Seago
Fredna Swan
Judy Teague
Carole Wolf

In memory of Sherry C. Barron-	
	 Thomas	
Bridget Williams

In memory of Ray Helton	
Cora Ann Blytas
Celeste Bryant
Sara L. Walker
Joanne H. Williams

In memory of James D. Husband	
Amy Thibodeaux

In memory of Margaret Kaye	
Cora Ann Blytas
Emily P. George
Carol & Henry Groppe Fund of 	
	 Communities Foundation of 	
	 Texas

In memory of Julia Maas	
Jo Ann D. Ward

In memory of A. P. Miller	
Cora Ann Blytas
Emily P. George
Janet Gossum
	
In memory of Betty Pelfry	
Cora Ann Blytas
Marion W. Hazen

In memory of Cherry Russell	
Marlene B. Jones

In memory of Robert Saade	
Rici Miller

In memory of Sherry Thomas	
Kellogg Brown & Root, LLC

In memory of Sally Underhill	
Ranvae Baker
Cora Ann Blytas
Marion W. Hazen

Honorarium Jerry Wische
James Wright

In memory of Allen Walker	
Cora Ann Blytas
Emily P. George
Sloan L. Robertson
	
In memory of Dorothy Wong’s 
Father	
Joanne H. Williams
	

In-kind donations

If one of your New Year’s 
resolutions is to update or 
prepare a will, please consider 
including Girl Scouts of San 
Jacinto Council in your estate 
plans. Such a gift will create an 
enduring legacy and help shape 
the future of thousands of girls.  
Bequests can take many forms, 
including a specific amount or 
a percentage of an estate.  Not 
only do estate gifts provide 

significant tax benefits, but they also entitle you to 
membership in the Council’s Juliette Gordon Low Society.  
If you or your financial advisor would like additional 
information on bequest gifts please contact:

Marilyn Knight, CFRE, Planned Giving Officer at
Girl Scouts of San Jacinto Council
713-292-0207; mknight@sjgs.org

Our legal name is Girl Scouts of San Jacinto Council and our 
Federal I.D. # is 74-6001254.

Consider a 
Girl Scout 

legacy

Please note: Names and organizations listed in this newsletter reflect 
donations received September 1-November 30. Great care has been 
exercised to ensure the proper recognition of our donors. If an error 
or omission does occur, we apologize and hope you will bring it to our 
attention. Please address all corrections to Girl Scouts of San Jacinto Council, 
713-292-0273 or abatiste@gssjc.org.
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Girl Scouts builds girls of courage, confidence, and character, who 
make the world a better place.

EVN ES TDates to Remember

Just Desserts
February 21

Urban Campout
April 17 

Reliant Center
 

 For more information on any of these 
events contact Diana Taub at 

713-292-0358 or dtaub@gssjc.org

On November 13, more than 200 people came to 
the annual Power of a Promise Breakfast to hear 
inspirational Girl Scout stories. Attendees contributed 
almost $100,000, allowing even more girls the 
opportunity to participate in Girl Scouting. Sharon 
M. Owens, Vice President of Community Relations and 
Business Development for CenterPoint Energy, served as 
chair of the event. Left to right, Jocelyn Wright, Sharon 
Murphy and Sharon Owens. 

Elsie Martinez was interviewed about Girl Scouting on TV
Informa 43 by Luz Marina Gil. Elise talked about the many 
Girl Scout programs in which girls can participate and also 
touched on the Council’s many Hispanic initiatives. 

On October 10th 
The Emerald Circle 
held their annual 
Membership 
Luncheon at 
Houston City Club.  
New members 
were inducted 
and pinned and 
attendees read 
thank you letters from TEC Gold Award Merit Scholarship 
recipients. Above: Portia Cook shows Carol Greaney-Wurst 
how to give a Girl Scout handshake. Top: The Emerald Circle 
members close the luncheon with a traditional friendship 
circle.

The Fall Council meeting was 
held October 13 at Camp Agnes 
Arnold. Board member Jean 
Jansen was inducted and the 
attendees brainstormed about 
areas of improvement for the 
Council’s upcoming strategic 
plan. Above, Jean (center) stands 
with Penny Harp, left and 
Kathy Tamer, right; left, a Girl 
Scout stands with her ‘I met the 
President’ patch.

In October, a group of Junior 
Girl Scouts and 
their families came together 
for a Latinas Taking the 
Lead (LTL) Reunion. The LTL 
program also served as a 
research study using pre and 
post testing to measure how 
the training affected the 
self-esteem and leadership 

behaviors of Hispanic girls. At the reunion, the attendees and 
their families were among the first to hear the outcomes of 
the study which indicated the training had a significant effect 
on the girls’ leadership skills. Above, girls and their families 
took a camp tour following the formal presentation. Left, LTL 
instructor Marilyn Butler congratulates Mariana and Marilyn 
DeFreitas. All the girls received a LTL patch and a T-shirt which 
they helped design. 

Many families seeking Camperships have two or more children and are living on less than $1,000 a month. 
Most seek partial assistance, wanting to pay at least part of their daughter’s camp fees. 
Give a girl the chance to learn some of life’s best lessons. Give her the gift of camp.

Ten Lessons Learned at Girl Scout Camp
Taken from evaluations girls filled out during Resident Camp 2007.

Bareback riding makes your rear sweaty. 
Bug spray tastes bad. 
There are 1,000 mosquitoes. 
Do not judge people. 
You can make anything into art.
I can make friends if I act like myself. 

Speaking the truth is hard but worth it. 
If you work as a team then you can get it 
done faster. 
Never leave anyone out.
I can do anything. 

1
2
3
4
5
6

7
8

9
10

For more 
Information 

contact 
Jenna Taylor

at 713-292-0346
or jtaylor@

gssjc.org


