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Connections

Girl Scout Cookie Program
You are a big part of our cookie program. Go to www.gssjc.org

after Feb. 5 to find where you can find Girl Scout Cookies. Celebrate
your employees by buying them all a box of cookies! Sweets for your

sweet? Celebrate Valentine’s Day with a case of cookies.

An Amazing Year at Girl Scouts, Make 2024 Better
As the year closes, we want to thank you 
for your generous support to the more than 
38,000 Girl Scouts in our council. Through 
our Girl Scout Leadership Experience 
program, these girls obtained the tools they 
need to succeed at home, at school, and in 
their communities.

This year, about 2,000 campers enjoyed 
summer overnight or day camp, 203 of 
those were able to experience it through 
a campership. Girl Scouts earned 21,000 
outdoor badges. Plus, girls in our community 
had a chance to discover their passions, 
connect with others, and take action to 
make the world a better place. 

What will girls do next year? If you believe 
in building girls of courage, confidence, and 
character, please consider making a gift to 
GSSJC this holiday season. Your gift will help 
ensure our Girl Scouts gain the skills and 
confidence needed to accept challenges and 
overcome obstacles. Plus, every dollar you give 
stays right here in our community.

What you give today helps girls and young 
women become future leaders. 

For more information about how to give, 
visit www.gssjc.org/donate or contact Ruth 
Delaunay at rdelaunay@sjgs.org or 
713-292-0273. 

Concerned about protecting wetlands in their community, 
three Girl Scouts in Troop 142142 created a presentation and 
Jeopardy-like computer game to help educate children about 
the vital role wetlands play in our lives. The girls partnered 
with the Delores Fenwick Nature Center in Pearland, where 
their game is available on a touchscreen platform for visitors 
to play. “Savannah, Alex, and I came up with this project 
because we noticed a lot of trash around the local area 
wetlands,” said Girl Scout Jayla. “We didn’t like it.”

The girls spoke with staff at the nature center to ask how 
they could help. The center needed to reach more children, 
so the girls decided to focus on educating children ages 6-16 
because they are the future and easier to influence. 

The Silver Award is the highest award that Cadettes 
can earn. Girls are required to spend up to 50 hours on 
their projects. Girls use this time to identify an issue 
they care about in their community or beyond, plan and 
implement their project, and then reflect on what they have 
accomplished.

They used their 
research information 
to create questions 
for their game. “It 
was a lot of hard 
work researching the 
facts, but it was also 
fun to learn them 
and put together the 
presentation and 
game,” Jayla said.

The girls said they 
learned a great deal 
about plants they 
did not know, and 
that communication is crucial when doing a group project 
like the Silver Award. “I was really proud of myself and my 
troopmates. I learned that you can do anything if you try 
hard enough.”

Girls Protect Wetlands for Silver Award Project



        

Thank You, Donors!
$25,000-$49,999 – 
Ambassador 
M. D.  Anderson Foundation
Girl Scouts of the USA
Sempra Infrastructure

$10,000-$24,999 – Senior 
EOG Resources, Inc.
ExxonMobil
Greater Houston Golf Charity
George and Mary Josephine  
 Hamman Foundation
The HCA Foundation
Estate of Dee Hinkle
John P. McGovern Foundation
Cassandra Mott
NOV
Texas Children’s Hospital
Texas Parks and Wildlife
TC Energy

$5,000-$9,999 – Cadette
Bristow Group Inc
ConocoPhillips Company
FORVIS
Albert & Ethel  Herzstein   
 Charitable Foundation
H.H. and Edna Houseman 
Charitable Trust
Karen Saltiel
Westwood Trust
Robert Zorich

$1,000-$4,999 – Junior 
Amegy Bank of Texas
Ayco Charitable Foundation
Olga Balboa
Cadence Bank
Cadence Insurance
Anna B. Charlton
Kirsten A. Davenport
Ann Deaton

Great care has been exercised to ensure the proper recognition of our donors.  If an error or 
omission does occur, we apologize and hope you will bring it to our attention.  Contact 
Suzanne Carmona at scarmona@sjgs.org. Contributions made July 1 – Sept. 30, 2023

Sara DeJay Willis
Kim K. Denney
Erin Eckhart
Krystle Fall
Samina Farid
Fifth Generation, Inc
The Friedkin Group
Akilla Hameed
Margaret Ann Harper 
Susan Howes
Corrie B. Jenkins
Sandy A. Judson
Betsy and Danny Kamin
Ana M. Kopf
KPMG LLP
The Kroger Company
James Lewis
Lauren Lindsay
Cassandra McZeal
Moody National Bank
Audrey Ogawa Johnson
Phillips 66 Company
Reliant, an NRG Company
Mary K. Ryder
Kathryn Sanders
Sally Anne Schmidt
Nancy and Bud Simpson
SLB
Kristin Starodub
Stellar Bank
Alicia Strickland
TAM International, Inc.
Kathy M. Tamer
Tamika Tyson
Union Pacific Foundation
Amanda S. Vavilala
Mary and Mike Vitek
Genevieve S. Walls
Kimberly A. Wilson
Sharon Yacob
Mary Zappone

$250-$999 – Brownie 
Erin Abbey
Paola Antunez
Kimberly A. Ballew
Bette Bowers
James Briggs
Jane Brownlee
Oakley Carlile
Magna R. Cayll
Chevron Phillips Chemical   
 Company
Cy-Fair Women’s Club
Ruth S. Darling
Shelly DeZevallos
Amanda Dickinson
Laura Distefano
Mary Dodson
Ellen Elam
Laura Faulkenberry
Brian and Mary Gedelian
Lee Handy
Claudia W. Hayslip
Linda Hickerson
Lisa A. Hofmann
Christine M. Hollinden
Joyce I. Kamla
Kamla Family Foundation
Caroline Lafond
Amanda McMillian
Michele McNichol
Amy Morris
James Mott
Anika Muslawski
Lynn C. Myers
Amanda Natalizio
Anne Neeson
Maribeth Negri
Christy Novak
Michelle Phillips
Nancy Schissler
Ellen Stickney
Martha Taylor

Texas Higher Education   
 Coordinating Board
Sarah Thornton Lewis
Susan Thraen
United Way of Midland   
 County
Iselda Vela
Theresa Victoriano
Kathryn and Donald J.   
 Victory
Danielle Ward
Claire Williams
Eileen K. Wilson
Melinda K. Winn

Memorials 
In Memory of Dee Hinkle
Pamela S. Allen
Linda Hickerson
Jim Keffer
George Rothschild

In Memory of Karen Orsak
Coni B. Ellis

Honorariums
In Honor of Mary Ryder
Ruth S. Darling

In Honor of Shooting Stars 
Girl Scout Community
Shooting Stars Community 

In Honor of Troop 126046
Amie Hows

In Honor of 
Genevieve Walls
Nancy Lee G. Peterson

Did you know you can support GSSJC year-round by simply 
shopping? Below are some simple ways to financially support 
the council. Share these opportunities with your friends and 
colleagues!

iGive: Help Girl Scouts of San Jacinto Council every time 
you shop online at more than 1,500 stores. The iGive button 
makes it simple. Visit www.igive.com/Xnuchv to sign up 
to support GSSJC. You only have to sign up once, and your 
donations will be automatically processed when you shop at 
qualifying online stores.

Kroger: GSSJC is part of the Kroger Community Rewards 
program that donates $1 million annually to local nonprofits. 
Visit www.krogercommunityrewards.com to link your 
Kroger Plus Card to GSSJC, and a portion of your purchase 
will be donated to our council. You only have to sign up once, 
and you’ll become a supporter of GSSJC for one year. Please 
be sure to relink your card annually to continue supporting 
GSSJC! You can search for Girl Scouts of San Jacinto Council 
by name or number. Our organizational number is 83762. 

Randalls: The Randalls Good Neighbor 
Program donates 1% of customers’ purchases 
to up to three nonprofit organizations of their 
choice. Visit the courtesy booth at your local 
Randalls to fill out the enrollment form and 
indicate charity #519. Your account will 
be linked to GSSJC. You only have to 
sign up once! 

Employer Contribution Match 
An employer contribution match is a 
great way to increase the impact of your 
gift. Please check with your Human Resources 
department to see if your employer participates in 
matching gifts or check out our Double the Donation tool 
at www.gssjc.org/donate. 

If you have questions, contact Suzanne Carmona at 
scarmona@sjgs.org or 713-292-0334.

You Can Help GSSJC While Shopping All Year



Thanks to Success to Significance 
Donors, Event Huge Success!

Cassandra Mott

JOHN  P. McGOVERN 
FOUNDATION

Confidence Sponsors
Erin Abbey and Deloitte  l  Bayardo, Charlton, and Diaz Families  l  Bristow Group Incorporated l  ConocoPhillips  l  FORVIS  l  
Memorial Hermann  l  Mel Reeves  l  Rob and Karen Saltiel  l  The Scanlon Family  l  Cathy Wining-Thomas and Jim Thomas  

l  Westwood Wealth Management  l  Zorich Family Foundation

Character Sponsors
Craig Allen and KPMG  l  Amegy Bank  l  Ashdon Farms  l  Olga Balboa and Helene Sheena  l  Cadence Bank  l  Cadence Insurance and 

Central Insurance  l  Callon Petroleum  l  Ellen Chin  l  Kirsten Davenport  l  Ann Deaton  l  Ellen DeSanctis  l  Erin Eckhart and 
Mary K. Ryder l  Samina Farid and Martha Gurwit l  The Friedkin Group  l  Jane Gasdaska  l  Akilla Hameed and Sharon Yacob  l  Susan 
Howes, P.E., PHR  l  Corrie Jenkins and Genevieve Walls  l  Audrey Ogawa Johnson  l  Sandy Judson  l  Betsy and Danny Kamin  l  Sue 

Kean and Grady Walker  l  Candice Koederitz  l  Ana and Ashley Kopf  l  Kroger  l  Bette Lehmberg   l  Jay Lewis  l  Lauren Lindsay, Beacon 
Financial Planning  l  Cassandra McZeal  l  Shauna Noonan  l  Office of the District Attorney, Kim Ogg  l  Phillips 66  l  Kathryn Sanders  l  

Sally Anne Schmidt  l SLB  l  Stellar Bank  l  Alicia Strickland, Bank of Texas and Sara DeJay Willis, Alliance Bernstein  l  TAM International, 
Inc.  l  Kathy Tamer  l Union Pacific  l  Amanda Vavilala  l  Mary and Mike Vitek  l  Kimberly and Richard Wilson  l  Women Executives of 

Houston  l  Mary Zappone

More than 600 Girl Scout supporters and friends helped raise more than 
$360,000 at the 2023 Success to Significance luncheon in September. 
Nine-time New York Times bestselling author and Girl Scout alumna 
Katherine Center was the guest speaker at the organization’s signature 
fundraiser. Her novels, The Lost Husband and Happiness for Beginners 
are available on Netflix as movies. Center's story exemplifies the 
resilience and determination that Girl Scouts instills in young girls, 
inspiring them to reach their goals.

“As we celebrate our 13th 
annual Success to Significance 
luncheon, we're reminded of 
GSSJC’s incredible impact,” said 
Mary Vitek, CEO of GSSJC. “The 
community’s continued support 
and the money raised from Success to Significance keeps our programs affordable and 
accessible to all girls. We were honored to host Katherine and share her inspiring story.”

Thank you to all of the support provided to deliver girl leadership programs for more than 
38,000 girls in southeast Texas. 

Event co-chairs Mel Reeves and 
Cassandra Mott. 

Guest speaker Katherine Center. 
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Donate now!

Sarah Brehm of Troop 122292 just raised the bar for 
horseback riding! Sarah is a member of the Gleannloch 
Farms Equestrian Team, which recently participated in an 
event and a horse costume contest at Highbury Stables. 
Sarah dressed her lesson horse, Alex, as a Girl Scout. The 
pair won the Judges' Choice Award for creativity and design. 
Even her horse loved being a Girl Scout!

USG Supports Outreach
The United States Gypsum 
Company in Galena Park 
recently showed their support 
of GSSJC through their Give 
Local Grant program. This 
gift is dedicated to the Girl 
Scouts Outreach program 
which provides the Girl Scout 
Leadership Experience to girls 
in underserved communities.

GSSJC recently collaborated 
with the City of Galena Park’s Mayor’s Office, Galena Park Police and 
Fire Department to host a two-day Summer Camp for more than 80 girls 
focusing on women in leadership. The camp allowed girls to expand their 
knowledge on STEM, grow an appreciation for nature and to experience 
the great outdoors all while learning important skills that teach valuable 
life lessons, like self-reliance, leadership, and perseverance.

At GSSJC, we are thankful for community partners such as the United 
States Gypsum Company for their support in building girls of courage, 
confidence, and character who will make the world a better place. To find 
out how you and your company can support under-served girls in our 
community contact Ruth Delaunay at rdelaunay@sjgs.org.

kgordon@sjgs.org


