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Why Should My Girl Scout Sell Cookies?
Want to know a secret? The Cookie Program isn’t about cookies. Shocked? You shouldn’t be! The Cookie Program is 
all about your Girl Scout.

When she’s participating in the Cookie Program, here’s what she’s actually doing:
• She’s developing 5 Skills – goal setting, decision-making, money management, people skills, and business 

ethics—to apply to her future.
• These skills transfer to other areas of her life like becoming more responsible with her allowance, deciding 

about college, or developing leadership skills that’ll turn her into the next all-star female CEO.
• She’s raising proceeds for her troop to do great things like camping, fund a service project, or attend a badge 

workshop.
• She’s paying it forward and making the Girl Scout experiences possible for ALL girls in our council. Proceeds 

also go toward maintaining camp properties, keeping activity fees affordable, and helping girls in underserved 
areas participate in Girl Scouts. 

Welcome to the 2023 Cookie Program!

Hi! I'm your mascot for the 2023 
cookie season! Can't wait to get 
started on this year's program. 

See page 6 on how you can earn 
a stuffed version of me!

Every year, thousands of girls across our council prepare to 
participate in one of our country’s most anticipated times 
of the year- Girl Scout Cookie Season! The Cookie Program 
is about so much more than cookies. It’s about the girls and 
supporting their leadership journey. It’s about providing 
troops with funds to pay for activities or service projects that 
make our world a better place. And for our council, it’s about 
ensuring Girl Scouting continues to thrive in our community.  

Thank you for participating in this time-honored tradition. 
If you have more questions about the Cookie Program, see 
www.gssjc.org/cookies, the Cookie Online Community, or 
contact cookies@sjgs.org. 

-

Powered by 
the Girl Scout 
Cookie Program.

The Girl Scout Cookie Program isn’t just about selling cookies—  

it’s about developing skills and learning new things! Goal setting 

is just 1 of 5 essential skills a Girl Scout develops through the 

Cookie Program. Do you know the rest?

Goal  
Setting

Girls set cookie sales goals 

and, with their team, create 

a plan to reach them. This 

matters because girls need 

to know how to set and reach 

goals to succeed in school, 

on the job, and in life.

Business 
Ethics

Girls act honestly and 

responsibly during every 

step of the cookie sale. 

This matters because 

employers want to hire 

ethical employees—and 

the world needs ethical 

leaders in every field.

Decision 
Making

Girls decide where and 

when to sell cookies, how to 

market their sale, and what 

to do with their earnings. 

This matters because girls 

must make many decisions, 

big and small, in their lives. 

Learning this skill helps 

them make good ones.

Money 
Management
Girls develop a budget, take 

cookie orders, and handle 

customers’ money. This 

matters because girls need 

to know how to handle 

money—from their lunch 

money to their allowance to 

(someday) their paycheck.

People  
Skills

Girls learn how to talk (and 

listen!) to their customers, as 

well as how to work as a team 

with other girls. This matters 

because it helps them do 

better in school (on group 

projects, on sports teams, 

and on the playground) 

and, later, at work.

Look out for a registration email so Girl Scouts can start building goals and building skills on abcsmartcookies.com
The GIRL SCOUTS® name and mark, and all other associated trademarks and logotypes, including but not limited to the Trefoil Design, are owned by Girl Scouts of the USA. ABC Bakers is an official GSUSA licensee.
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Starting Inventory 
Order (SIO) 
Help your troop earn the Starting Inventory Order 
reward by sharing your Girl Scout’s goals with the troop 
cookie manager. If you are unsure what to order to meet 
the goal, check out the Parent Starting Inventory Order 
Worksheet on www.gssjc.org/cookies. This year, we 
are equipping troops with essentials to set up booths. 
(Fanny pack, cookie tote, Raspberry Rally flyer (not 
pictured), portable charger)

Good news! SIO rewards will be distributed at delivery 
if troop’s order is at least 75% of last year’s sale for their 
Starting Inventory Order. 

Ways to Sell Cookies
Whatever way you choose to participate in the Cookie Program, mark your calendars for National Girl Scout Cookie 
Weekend scheduled for March 3 – 5. People will be on the lookout for Girl Scout Cookies that weekend, so it is an 
especially a great time for booth sales and Walkabouts.

Below is a list of different ways to sell cookies in 2023. For more information, go to gssjc.org/cookies.

Contactless selling– Technology provides contactless options for participation in the Cookie Program, including a 
girl’s Smart Cookie Online Store, other online platforms such as Zoom and virtual cookie booths.

Booths– Girls are permitted to set up traditional booths, troop secured booths and 
lemonade stands to sell cookies to customers. Subject to girls and adults following all 
safety guidelines and all GSSJC’s COVID-19 protocols being followed. 

Door-to-door– Did you know that door-to-door sales remain one of the most effective 
ways to sell cookies? In a recent national study, 78% of customers who were not 
approached during a cookie sale stated they would have purchased two to four boxes if 
asked. Be sure to follow the safety and COVID guidelines specifically for in-person/door-
to-door sales.

Walkabouts– This is an organized version of door-to-door sales in which Girl Scouts go 
through a specific neighborhood to sell cookies. It’s a fantastic and fun way for troops to 
sell together with pairs of girls taking different streets. If everyone participating wears a 
Girl Scout T-shirt or vest, Walkabouts can create a lot of good energy and visibility. 

Important Dates
January 13

Troop orders are due. Be sure your troop cookie 
manager has your Starting Inventory Order before this 

date. Locate the Parent SIO Worksheet on 
www.gssjc.org/cookies.

January 23
Girls receive registration link email for ABC Smart Cookies

January 24 
Be a Digital Rock Star Q&A – join us to discuss the 

recorded parent/girl webinar and prepare for the 2023 
Cookie Program.

February 1 – 11 
 The cookies are here! Cookie deliveries begin.

February 11 
 It’s Cookie Time! First day of the sale.

February 17
Cookie booth sales start. 

March 26
It’s a wrap! Last day of the 2023 Cookie Sale

For more information go to www.gssjc.org/cookies or 
abcsmartcookies.com.
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Tips and Tools for 
Selling Cookies

1. Ask friends and family to buy or donate 
Girl Scout Cookies.

2. Review last year’s order cards and 
contact your reliable customers.

3. Do residential door-to-door sales, set 
up a lemonade stand at your home or 
at the home of a close relative, set up 
a booth with your troop or sell online 
through Smart Cookies.

4. Before the end of the sale, contact your 
customers again to place another order.

5. Need more cookies? Contact your troop 
cookie manager.

Lemonade Stands and 
Parent & Me Booths

Girls and parents from the same 
household may set up a lemonade stand 

booth outside their residence, i.e., on their residential 
property. Depending on the neighborhood, this booth may 

require approval from an HOA or property management. Girls 
can use yard signs, official Girl Scout tablecloths, or handmade 

signs to draw attention to their table to sell cookies. Girls 
can also advertise their URL through a QR Code to reach 

customers who may want to purchase later. 

We will also continue Parent and Me booths.  
Parent and Me booths are listed in Smart Cookies under 

Booth Reservations. If the troop is unable to staff a booth 
reservation, the troop cookie manager can approve an 

individual Girl Scout and her parent to set up the booth. 
This is appropriate only for low to medium 

traffic booth locations.

Cookie Display
1. Starting with your 

full case of cookies, 
open the top and 
remove the cookies.

2. Cut off each flap 
from the top of the 
box.

3. Once all flaps are 
removed, cut out the 
front long side. We 
recommend cutting 
out the colored 
portion, leaving 
some board the 
bottom to hold in the 
cookies a bit.

4. Optional: Diagonally cut  
 the short ends    
 for a better    
 aesthetic from    
 all angles.
5. Use a strong adhesive   
 to attach the front long  
 side piece to    
 the back like you see in  
 this picture.----------->
6. Begin putting cookies   
 back in the box! We   
 recommend a flat layer  
 in the bottom, so you   
 can fit all 12 packages!
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Choice of June 3 or June 4
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Social Media Guidelines 

You're Invited to Summer Fun!
We are so excited about summer 2023 and hope you are too! This summer we’ll offer 
a mix of camp sessions all summer long – from day camp to family camp to overnight 
(resident) camp! You can use your cookie dough to help pay for camp. What is your 
goal this year? 

Resister online at www.gssjc.org. 

Best Practices
• Use the online storefront link for customer orders.
• Parent/Guardian is required to approve all 

girl-delivered online orders and supervise all 
communications and product delivery logistics. 
Girls should never deliver cookies alone, 
especially to the homes of strangers without an 
adult present.

• GSUSA and GSSJC reserves the right to remove 
or disable the link for any reason, including 
violations of guidance, inventory/fulfillment 
issues, safety issues, or if sales and marketing 
activity goes viral and otherwise creates 
unanticipated disruption.

• Social media ads are not allowed.
• Girls are not permitted to use their last name, 

contact information, or address when using social 
media or direct message on any social media 
platforms.

Keep it Girl-led:
• Girls 13 and 
older may use 
their social media 
accounts with 
parent permission.
• For girls 
under 13, parents/
guardians may 
promote the 
girl’s online 
cookie storefront 
with direct girl 
involvement.
• Acceptable 
Post: My daughter 
Miranda is selling 

Girl Scout Cookies this year to go camping. If you 
are interested in supporting Miranda, visit her 
online storefront using this link and watch her 
video or leave a comment with the best time to 
reach you.

• Unacceptable Post: My daughter is selling Girl 
Scout Cookies. Leave a comment with your order.

Be Safe
• Girls using online sales and marketing should 

review and apply the Digital Marketing Tips for 
Cookie Entrepreneurs and their families.

• Girls, volunteers, and parents are required to 
adhere to the Girl Scout Safety Pledge and Safety 
Activity Checkpoints for Computer and Internet 
Use Cookie and Product Sales (with the exception 
that they may share beyond family and friends.)

• Storefront links should never be posted to online 
resale sites like eBay, Facebook Marketplace, 
Craig’s List, Next Door, etc. Note: A Facebook post 
containing “$” may automatically move the post 
to Facebook Marketplace. Disable the automated 
function to prevent this from happening.
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Cookies4Heroes, also Called Cookie Share
Have cookie customers who want to support your girl’s troop but don’t 
want to keep their purchase? They can donate their cookies to the 
Cookies4Heroes program (also called Cookie Share)! Girls can encourage 
customers to select this option when ordering online or in person. (If buying 
online, there is a $1.25 processing fee.) All monies received as donations are 
considered Cookies4Heroes donations. For example, if someone says, “Keep 
the change,” the change goes toward Cookies4Heroes.

After the Cookie Program, Cookies4Heroes orders are sent by the council 
and/or troops to local first responders and organizations that support the 
military. 

Cookie Campaigns
National Girl Scout Cookie Weekend/Walkabout
We will join councils across the country March 3 – 5 to participate in National 
Girl Scout Cookie Weekend 2023 to celebrate all the fun, learning, and 
excitement Girl Scouts have experienced selling cookies for over 100 years!
Join us in supporting our local cookie bosses and create moments of joy this 
winter with Girl Scout Cookies! Give cookies to a friend, enjoy them yourself, or 
donate them to a local cause – every bite counts!

Take your wagon and walkabout your neighborhood. Did you know that door-
to-door sales remains one of the most effective ways to sell cookies? In a recent 
national study, 78% of those customers who were not approached during a 
cookie sale stated they would have purchased two to four boxes if asked.

Name: _________________________________________________

2023 Cookie Word Search

V S H B W N L E M O N A D E S H J F

P B P A T T I E S J I F S R C B J M

K C A R A M E L D E L I T E S R S T

D Z J C G I R L S C O U T L S O F O

Y S E N I O R U Y N H H K T U W R A

I P B S A N D W I C H T H D D N F S

T H I N M I N T S G V V U T Z I K T

E C A D E T T E J F D A I S Y E I Y

J U N I O R K Y T R E F O I L S C A

W W F P A D V E N T U R E F U L S Y

R A S P B E R R Y R A L L Y X J B B

Z J L Y A M B A S S A D O R U R O T

Find the following words in the puzzle.
Words are hidden and .

ADVENTUREFULS
AMBASSADOR
BROWNIE
CADETTE
CARAMEL DELITES
DAISY

GIRL SCOUT
JUNIOR
LEMONADES
PB PATTIES
PB SANDWICH
RASPBERRY RALLY

SENIOR
THIN MINTS
TOASTYAY
TREFOILS

Created by GSSJC using Word Search Generator on
Super Teacher Worksheets (www.superteacherworksheets.com)

ADVENTUREFULS
AMBASSADOR
BROWNIE
CADETTE
CARAMEL DELITES
DAISY
GIRL SCOUT
JUNIOR
LEMONADES
PB PATTIES
PB SANDWICH
RASPBERRY RALLY
SENIOR
THIN MINTS
TOASTYAY
TREFOILS

Cookie Word Search
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Draw or print out a dolphin shape to make a template 
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Girl Scout and Parent Checklist 
Pre-Sale: 

 � Register as a Girl Scout for the 2023 membership 
year. 

 � Pick up materials from your troop cookie manager. 
 � Complete and sign a Parent Permission 

and Responsibility Form (https://gssjc.me/
productprogrampermissionslip). 

 � Learn about the 5 Skills, cookie-related badges and 
the Family Activity Pin. 

 � Review the girl rewards brochure with your Girl 
Scout. 

 � Help your troop set a troop goal and assist your Girl 
Scout with setting her goal. 

Starting Inventory/Delivery: 
 � Work with your troop cookie manager/troop leader 

to estimate the number of packages of cookies your 
Girl Scout will sell for her troop’s starting inventory 
order. Don’t worry, your troop can always get more 
from a cookie cupboard if you sell faster than 
anticipated. 

 � Girls earn Starting Inventory Rewards when their 
troop has a starting inventory order of 75% of last 
year’s sales placed by Jan. 13. 

 � Send ecards to friends and family members through 
ABC Smart Cookies beginning Feb. 11. 

 � Use the order card as a planning tool to begin 
organizing cookie deliveries at workplaces, at school 
or in your place of worship beginning Feb. 11. 

Goal Getter: 
 � Start selling door-to-door with cookies in hand on 

Feb. 11. 

 � Contact your troop cookie manager to pick up more 
cookies for any girl-delivered orders taken after the 
starting inventory is sold. 

 � Sign a receipt for any additional cookies picked up 
from the troop cookie manager. 

 � Collect payments from customers. Money is only 
collected when cookies are delivered. 

 � Turn money in frequently to the troop cookie 
manager or troop leader. Get a receipt each time 
money is turned in. 

 � Volunteer to work a cookie booth. (Two adults are 
required and at least one adult must be background 
checked). 

 � Help your Girl Scout reach her goals by supporting 
her during cookie delivery and booth sales. 

Wrap Up: 
 � Monitor ABC Smart Cookies to ensure your Girl 

Scout has received credit for the appropriate 
number of cookies sold. 

 � Monitor ABC Smart Cookies for record of payments 
made to the troop cookie manager. 

 � Let the troop cookie manager know whether your 
Girl Scout is choosing the Rewards Package or 
Cookie Dough (excludes troops choosing the Older 
Girl Option). 

After the Sale: 
 � Download the contacts from ABC Smart Cookies 

and save for next year. 
 � Pick up girl rewards from the troop cookie manager. 
 � Celebrate with your Girl Scout and the troop.

Important Information to Gather
Troop No.: ________________________________________________________________________________________________

Troop Cookie Manager: ____________________________________________________________________________________

TCM Phone No.: ___________________________________________________________________________________________

TCM Email Address: _______________________________________________________________________________________

Cookie Pick-up Date: ______________________________________________________________________________________

Money Due Dates: _________________________________________________________________________________________

ABC Smart Cookies Login: _________________________________________________________________________________

ABC Smart Cookies Password: _____________________________________________________________________________
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Cookie Business Financial Literacy
Cookie  

Entrepreneur 
Family

Entrepreneur

Daisy

My First Cookie 
Business

Cookie Goal Setter Money Explorer My Money Choices
Year 1 and 2 Cookie 

Entrepreneur Family Pins
Toy Business 

Designer

Brownie

My Cookie Customers
Cookie Decision 

Maker
Budget Builder My Own Budget

Year 1 and 2 Cookie 
Entrepreneur Family Pins

Budding 
Entrepreneur

Junior

My Cookie Team Cookie Collaborator Budget Maker My Money Plan
Year 1 and 2 Cookie 

Entrepreneur Family Pins
Business Jumpstart

Cadette

Year 1, 2, and 3 Cookie 
Entrepreneur Family Pins

Business Creator

Senior

My Cookie Network Cookie Boss Savvy Saver My Financial Power
Year 1 and 2 Cookie 

Entrepreneur Family Pins
Business Startup

Ambassador

My Cookie Business 
Resume

Cookie Influencer Financial Planner
My Financial 

Independence
Year 1 and 2 Cookie 

Entrepreneur Family Pins
Entrepreneur 

Accelerator

Entrepreneurship  
Badges & Pins

When you sell Girl Scout Cookies, you practice-goal setting, decision making, money 
management, people skills, and business ethics—as you learn to think like an entrepreneur. 
You can earn badges and pins each year you run your own Girl Scout Cookie business. Then 
explore your own business idea by earning an Entrepreneur badge.

My Cookie 
Venture

Cookie Market 
Researcher

Cookie 
Innovator

Budget 
Manager

My Money 
Habits

My Dream 
Budget

Find requirements for Cookie Entrepreneur Pins at https://bit.ly/32NpZ89 and the Volunteer Tool Kit for badges. 
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