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Happy birthday to us! Join us as we celebrate our 100th 
birthday at camp on December 3. 

Day of the Girl is Oct. 11. Celebrate all week, Oct. 9 –16, 
including a virtual event featuring gymnast Jordan Chiles.  

Psst! Can we tell you a secret? A new cookie is coming 
this year and will be sold exclusively online. More details 
later this month.

Adventures await!

Galveston Bay House has been rebuilt on its new location 
and is available for troops to book through February 2023.

Have you visited the new Adventure Park yet? What are you 
waiting for? Adventures await you at Camp Agnes Arnold. 

You can’t enjoy any of these fun things until you 
renew your membership for 2022-23! 

Let’s Get Back 
to Adventure!

As we get ready for back to school, Girl 
Scouts are ready to get back to adventure, 

friendship, and so much fun! We look 
forward to trying new badges this fall, 

thrills at camp, and a giant Celebration of 
the Century befitting our council’s 

100th birthday. 

It has been wonderful seeing girls at camp 
this summer, and I cannot wait to hear 
about your latest adventures with your 

Girl Scout friends. 

If you haven’t already renewed your
membership, I encourage you to do so

and join us for what is sure to be an
unforgettable year.

Yours in Girl Scouting, 
GSSJC CEO 
Mary Vitek

We are ready for a great 2022-2023 membership year.

Keep the Magic Going!
 
 The end of the membership year is in sight. Before you know it, Sept. 30 will be 
here. Don’t wait another day to make sure all the girls and adults in your troop have 
renewed their membership.
 Think of all the adventures you’ve been on together, the stories you’ve shared, 
and the challenges you’ve overcome. Your Girl Scout crew truly is something special 
and your troop won’t want to miss the celebrations we’ve got planned this year, 
starting with our Day of the Girl celebration in October. You won’t want to miss the 
opportunity to register to attend an event hosted by one of our own Gold Award 
Girl Scouts and includes an inspiring story from Jordan Chiles. Stay tuned for 
registration information.
 Speaking of celebrations, we KNOW you and your troop will want to attend  the 
Celebration of the Century! This year, GSSJC turns 100 years old and we’re going 
to throw a big event to celebrate this incredible milestone! Our centennial birthday 
committee is busy planning the biggest birthday bash you’ve ever seen, and the 
date is set for Dec. 3 at Camp Agnes Arnold! Dazzling performers, petting zoos, 
magicians, fireworks, rock climbing walls, and crafts are just a fraction of what 
you’ll experience at this once-in-a-lifetime party! 
 Please take a few moments to make sure none of the girls in your troop miss a second of this incredible year. Use this 
handy renewal guide to renew your membership today and keep the magic going! Renew today at www.gssjc.org/renew. 
And don’t forget to encourage your friends to join at www.gssjc.org/join. 
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Inclusivity 
 GSSJC embraces girls of all abilities, backgrounds, and heritage, with a 
specific and positive philosophy of inclusion that benefits everyone. Each girl 
– without regard to socioeconomic status, race, physical or cognitive ability, 
ethnicity, primary language or religion – is an equal and valued member of 
the group, and groups reflect the diversity of the community.
 Inclusion is an approach and an attitude rather than a set of guidelines. 
Inclusion is about belonging, about all girls being offered the same 
opportunities, about respect and dignity and about honoring the uniqueness 
of and differences among us all.

You’re accepting and inclusive when you:
• Welcome every girl and focus on building community.
• Emphasize cooperation instead of competition.
• Provide a safe and socially comfortable environment for girls.
• Honor the intrinsic value of each person’s life.
• Teach respect for, understanding of and dignity toward all girls and their 

families.
• Actively reach out to girls and families who are traditionally excluded or 

marginalized.
• Foster a sense of belonging to community as a respected and valued peer.

Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, and Belonging (DEIB) Statement
Girl Scouts of San Jacinto Council fosters belonging and respect for all girls. We 
empower all girls, volunteers and staff to fulfill their potential and make the 
world a better place. Our Girl Scout Promise drives us to provide diverse, equitable 
and inclusive experiences where all girls, volunteers and staff are confident they 
belong. We stand firm in these commitments and united by these ideals.

Family Involvement 
 Families and troop leaders need to work together 
to support Girl Scout troops. Parents and guardians 
can help make meetings and events run more 
smoothly. Plus, being an involved parent /guardians 
comes with lots of benefits, including:  
• Parents and guardians know their children better 

than anyone else. You can provide insight and 
help when it comes to planning and problem 
solving.

• Involved caregivers can help keep girls interested 
in the troop and troop activities.

• You can become closer to your girl, develop an extended social network, 
and actively contribute to the community.

• Help in transporting girls on trips, bringing snacks, sharing special 
talents with the troop or by attending troop meetings. Some volunteer 
activities may require additional paperwork or required training.

• Communicate with your girl’s troop leaders in the manner offered by the 
troop leadership team. 

 If parents or guardians work directly with girls, they’ll need to register 
as volunteer and complete a background check, plus complete online Youth 
Protection Training. There are many ways families can participate in a girl’s 
Girl Scouting experience:
• Troop leaders – completion of Youth Protection Training and Volunteer 

Basics training required within 30 days
• Troop cookie manager – Troop Cookie Manager training required, 

completion of Volunteer Basics training suggested.
• Troop fall product manager – Troop Fall Product Manager and Volunteer 

Basics training recommended,
• First aider– completion of a First Aid-CPR-AED training as described 

in Volunteer Essentials. The course must include an in-person, hands-
on demonstration of life saving skills from a certified provider and 
participant must have appropriate proof of completion.

 
 

Quick Glance
September
10 OGRE -Older Girls R 
 Enthusiastic
17   Fall Product Sale begins 

October
11 Day of the Girl
15 Pinata VE Spanish Training
19-22 Society Of Women 
 Engineers Conference
31 Juliette Low’s Birthday

November
5 Brownie Magic
11-13 Volunteer Conference
12 Spark Casa
19 Brownie Magic

December
3 Celebration of the Century
10  Spark Pryor

January
7 Spark Casa
14 Spark Misty Meadows Ranch
21 Spark Misty Meadows Ranch
28 Spark Misty Meadows Ranch
28 Admin Summit

February
11 Spark Casa
18 Spark Robinwood
22 World Thinking Day
25 Spark Arnold

March
12 Girl Scout Birthday/Girl  
 Scout Sunday
17 Girl Scout Jummah
12-18 Girl Scout Week
18 Girl Scout Sabbath
25 GAM

April
1 Early Bird Begins
22 Annual Meeting/
 Recognition Event/
 Leader’s Day

May
6 Spark Pryor
21 Gold Award Ceremony

June
10 Cookie CEO
11 Cookie CEO
12 Day Camp Begins
18 Overnight Camp Begins
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It’s Time For the 
Fall Product Program!  
Sept. 17 – Nov. 13
 Our Fall Product Program is 
about to start! Participating troops can 
earn funds to support troop activities 
like the Celebration of the Century and 
camping. If you are a parent/guardian 
looking for ways to get involved, ask 
your troop leader about helping with the 
Fall Product Program. This nut/ candy 
and magazine program starts Sept. 17. Once a troop is signed up to 
participate, parents/guardians can simply go to www.gsnutsandmags.
com/gssjc. They can also click on the link from the council website to 
sign up their girls and get access to the Fall Product Family Guide.
 Once set up online, your Girl Scout can create her Me2™ 
(an avatar customized to resemble herself), send emails through the 
site to friends and family inviting them to shop online, and join them 
in basking in our delicious treats. In addition to online sales, girls can 
collect in-person orders. Girls learn to set and reach personal and troop 
goals. It is a fantastic way to earn funds for the troop. Troops typically 
earn an average of about $800.
 Your Girl Scout’s Me2™ avatar will be part of her troop’s 
online photo. By sending 18+ emails, selling 3+ magazines, and 
35+ nut/chocolate items during the Fall Program, she will earn a 
personalized patch with her name and Me2™ avatar on it. She can 
choose her avatar’s experience of snorkeling or surfing and the color 
of its wetsuit in pink or blue. Plus, when she sells 250+ packages in the 
2023 Cookie Program she will qualify for the special Cookie Crossover 
patch that coordinates with the Fall Product patch. 
 Don’t miss out on the fun! This program is easy, fun and a 
wonderful way to earn funds for your troop!

Questions?
• First contact your troop leadership team to find out how your troop is participating.
• Your community also has a volunteer Community fall product manager who can help you through-

out the program, or you can contact GSSJC at fallproduct@sjgs.org.
• For more information on how your Girl Scout can participate, go to community.gssjc.org/

community. Then select the Fall Product – Troop group.

Look at what you accomplished 
last year!
• 181,078 total items sold
• 5,688 girls participated
• $379,703 earned by troops
• 31.83 average items sold per girl

Why participate in the 
Fall Product Program?
• Girls learn important business and life skills like money 

management and goal setting.
• It’s a great way to earn money for the troop! The average 

troop proceeds are about $800. 
• It’s flexible! If girls can’t begin the sale on Sept. 17, they 

can continue to join the program at any time before Nov. 13.

What is new
this year?
• For our peanut butter lovers! 

Now available for girl- 
delivered orders: Peanut 
Butter Trail Mix – peanuts, 
peanut butter gems, peanut 
butter mini cups, mini 
pretzels, and cashews.

• The Holiday Tin will now contain 
chocolate-covered pretzels. 

• New Girl Scout collectible tin is a 
Memory Box that highlights a girl’s 
fondest memories from her years in 
Girl Scouts with patches, swaps and pins she collected 
over the years. The tin is filled with tasty Mint Treasures. 
Made in the USA.

Sell 50 items

 to earn me!

www.gsnutsandmags.com/gssjc 

Use the QR Code, URL above or click 
the link from the council website. 
Follow the prompts to participate in 
the online Fall Product Program. 

To customize your site, you can 
create an avatar that looks like you 
and also record a personalized 
message for your avatar to deliver 
to family and friends. Don’t miss all 
of the ways you can earn virtual 
rewards when you complete 
various setup steps for your 
personalized site.

Your supporters will see your goal 
and hear your avatar deliver your 
special message. Friends and family 
can easily help you reach your goals 
when they shop online! Don’t forget 
to share with friends and family on 
social media or text them with the 
help of a parent/guardian. Please 
follow current GSUSA guidelines for 
online sales and marketing.

E-mail friends and familyCreate your personalized siteVisit the website

1
LOGIN

MY TROOP #

2
CREATE

3

��
SHARE

Please have your troop 
number before starting.

Go to www.gsnutsandmags.com/gssjc
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Check the back of your nut 

order card and on your online 
site to learn more about all of 

the rewards you can earn.
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Create your avatar in the M2 system and send 18+ emails by 
November 11, 2021

Sell 250+ packages of cookies during the 2022 Girl Scout 
Cookie Program

Create your avatar
Send 18+ emails
Sell 3+ magazines and 35+ nut/chocolate items

You can choose from two backgrounds! Choose either the 
ship or research dome for your earned patch. You get to 
choose from two snowsuit colors too!

with your name and avatar!
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Fall Personalized Patch

They fit together!
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special message. Friends and family 
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when they shop online! Don’t forget 
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follow current GSUSA guidelines for 
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International Day of the Girl Oct. 11, 2022
GSSJC Day of the Girl Celebration Oct. 9– 16, 2022

Special guest– Olympic medalist Jordan Chiles!

Day of the Girl Activity Sheet for Girls
Monday
Learn a new Girl 
Scout song for 
your next outing 
or camping trip.

Tuesday
Organize a 
sticker squad at 
your school and 
hand out GSSJC 
Day of the Girl 
stickers. Attend 
the virtual  
GSSJC Day of 
Girl Celebration 
featuring Jordan 
Chiles!

Wednesday
Tell your Girl 
Scout story on 
social media, play 
Girl Scout Bingo, 
or place a Girl 
Scout yard sign in 
your front lawn.

Thursday
Invite a friend to 
join Girl Scouts. 
Help with a 
recruitment event 
by sharing your 
story, teaching 
new girls a song 
or game, or open 
the event reciting 
the Girl Scout  
Promise and Law.

Friday
Wear your 
favorite Girl 
Scout T-shirt or 
uniform to school. 
Make a yard sign 
or use chalk or 
sidewalk chalk 
paint to decorate 
your driveway or 
sidewalk for Girl 
Scout Spirit Day.

Saturday
Volunteer at 
a recruitment 
event. Share 
your Girl Scout 
Story and invites 
others to join. 

Sunday
Community 
service projects 
make the world a 
better place. Plan 
a service project in 
your Community 
today.

Day of the Girl 
Dia de la Niña

Join us for the celebration of the Day of the Girl. It’s not just a day 
– it’s a movement! On Oct. 11, 2022, girls worldwide will celebrate 
International Day of the Girl.

As the largest girl‐led organization, Girl Scouts supports girls on their 
path to making a difference in the community and beyond. Help us 
celebrate this special day by attending our celebration and inviting girls 
to join our council. 

GSSJC is highlighting Day of the Girl with a week of activities. Don’t 
think big, think GIANT! We are asking our girls and volunteers to join 
us in celebrating this day by taking part in one or more of the activities 
below:

GSSJC Day of the Girl Celebration:
• Attend the free GSSJC virtual Day of the Girl Celebration,         

Oct. 11 One of our own Gold Award recipients will share her story 
of earning her Gold Award. She will also interview a special guest, 
Olympic medalist, Jordan Chiles.

• Invite friends to join Girl Scouts and our celebration event.
• All members new/renewed with a membership year 2023 by Sept. 

28 are eligible to register for this free event. 
• Register for event on MyGS. 
• All event registrants will be entered to win one of six drawings for 

a $25 gift card to the shop.

Day of the Girl Patch: 
• FREE patch for the first 1,500 girls who let us know they have 

participate in any Day of the Girl activity. 
• Patch Order Form: https://bit.ly/3zzr419

Do a Good Turn Daily:
• Service projects
• Flag ceremonies at chamber events 

and football games

Spirit Days: 
• Girls wear Girl Scout uniforms to schools. 
• Organizing a group to serve as the “sticker squad” for their school. 

Get permission from the school to station greeters in uniform with 
stickers at the school’s entrance doors (don’t forget the bus entrance) 
in the morning. The sticker squad should greet the students and offer 
them a sticker. This is the perfect opportunity to pass out our new 
Day of the Girl Stickers to promote the Community’s upcoming 
recruitment events! Day of the Girl stickers are available from your 
Community engagement manger (CEM).

• Social media blast, “Why Girl Scouts Wednesday.” 
• Friendship Thursday – Host a community recruitment and retention 

event. Make a new friend and keep the old. 
• Place a Girl Scout yard sign in your front lawn promoting a 

community event. Yard signs are available through your CEM.

Girl Scout Bingo:
• Pick up Girl Scout yard signs, grab a Girl Scout bingo card (available 

on Community Facebook pages or from your Community), and 
PLAY! Complete the game (five in a row, four corners, blackout, or 
X marks the spot), take pictures of your bingo card and some of your 
signs, and post on social media #gsbingo. The goal is to share the 
opportunity of Girl Scouts with your community. 

• Do not place yard signs in areas that are not allowed.
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You're Invited to Our Birthday Celebration!

Get your artistic skills in action with many 
craft stations around camp.

Plus, bring SWAPS to trade!

Get in the carnival spirit by enjoying a petting zoo, balloon 
animals, face painting, jugglers, music, cupcakes, and more!

Fireworks!

Scavenger Hunt

Magician and performers
Tons of Inflatables

Rock Wall

Fun Outdoor Activities 
Camptivities

Registration is open 
Sept. 6-Oct. 31. 
Use QR Code.

Camp reservations open Oct. 7 for 
those registered for event. 

Girl Scouts of San Jacinto Council

ALL
DAY

Event
DEC. 3

COME ONE, COME ALL
FUN       FOOD         SWAPS

GAMES

PHOTO
BOOTH

Celebration of the Century

Camp Arnold 
Misty 
Meadows
Ranch



7     

GSSJC 100th 
Anniversary Patch Program

In 2022, Girl Scouts of San Jacinto is celebrating 100 years 
of fabulous experiences for the girls of Southeast Texas. We 
have developed a special patch for girls and adults which 
can be earned by watching a video about the history of the 
council on our YouTube channel, scan QRCode. And then, 
throughout the year, you can earn charms to attach to your 
patch. Some charms will be earned by attending an event, but many can 
be earned on your own and purchased in our shop. This is a list of some 
of the charms available. Check online and in The Golden Link as more 
charms will be added throughout the year.

Girls Adults

Make new friends- invite a girl to join 
*(+1 charm) 

Make new friends- recruit a volunteer/ invite a friend
*(+1 charm) 

Find something 100 years old in your community 
*(100 charm)

Find something 100 years old in your community 
*(100 charm)

Attend a council or region event
*(silver star charm)

Volunteer at a council or region event or with a SIG
*(silver star charm)

Attend the annual meeting/ ARE *(key charm) Attend the annual meeting/ ARE *(key charm)

We want to hear from you! Send a short video about 
your favorite Girl Scout memory to 
communications@sjgs.org and you might be featured 
on our GSSJC social media channels! 
*(camera charm)

We want to hear from you! Send a short video 
about your favorite Girl Scout memory to 
communications@sjgs.org and you might be 
featured on our GSSJC social media channels! 
*(camera charm)

Design a pretend Girl Scout badge for the 
future *(globe charm)

Attend an alumni networking event or an adult training 
*(globe charm)

Go Troop Camping *(tent charm) Go Troop Camping *(tent charm)

Learn at least 5 things about our council’s history 
either by visiting the museum, speaking with an adult 
in your community who was a Girl Scout in the 20th 
Century, or visiting our website. *(teapot charm)

Learn at least 5 things about our council’s 
history either by visiting the museum, 
speaking with an adult in your community 
who was a Girl Scout in the 20th Century, or 
visiting our website. *(teapot charm)

Participate in the 2022 cookie sale (cookies)
* Koala with birthday hat

Volunteer at a cookie booth or cookie delivery (cookies)
* Koala with birthday hat

Service project- collect or donate 100 items if 
with a troop; 10 if individual girl *(heart charm)

Volunteer at a recruitment event 
*(heart charm)

To embrace the spirit of giving, make a meaningful 
donation on behalf of your family to the Girl Scouts of 
San Jacinto Council. Any amount helps support the Girl 
Scouts mission but consider $100 for our 100 Year 
Anniversary! *($ sign charm)

To embrace the spirit of giving, make a meaningful 
donation on behalf of your family to the Girl Scouts of 
San Jacinto Council. Any amount helps support the 
Girl Scouts mission but consider $100 for our 100 Year 
Anniversary! *($ sign charm)

Learn three Girl Scout songs (music charm)* Attend Fall Volunteer Conference 

Attend 100th Anniversary event at camp Attend 100th Anniversary event at camp

Renew membership or buy new membership 
*(cupcake charm)

Renew membership or buy new membership 
*(cupcake charm)

CHARMS

*Notes charms available for purchase in the shop in June.

GSSJC 100th 
Anniversary Patch Program

In 2022, Girl Scouts of San Jacinto is celebrating 100 
years of fabulous experiences for the girls of Southeast 
Texas. We have created a special patch for girls and 
adults, which can be earned by watching a video about 
the council’s history on our YouTube channel or scan 
the QR Code. And then, throughout the year, you can earn 
charms to attach to your patch. Some charms can be earned 
by attending an event, but many can be earned on your own 
and purchased in our shop. 
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Hispanic Community Engagement
 
 Hispanic Community Engagement (HCE) is 
a GSSJC strategic priority to increase awareness 
of the benefits of Girl Scouting and foster growth 
in Hispanic membership within the council. This 
work involves targeted strategies, resources, 
and programs specific to Hispanic and Spanish-
speaking audiences.
 HCE’s work is supported by Volunteer 
Experience Support Team (V.E.S.T.)
V.E.S.T. is a volunteer facilitator team that provides 
training and council-event support in Spanish for 
troop leaders and volunteers. A V.E.S.T. member 
can also provide guidance to support of Spanish-
speaking volunteers in your community. 
 We also offer various methods of volunteer 
and troop support to our Spanish-speaking 
members such as Punto de Encuentro- which is a 
monthly meeting at GSC to help new troop leaders 
and new Girl Scout volunteers understand GS processes and resources. 
 GSSJC also offers a Spanish-language volunteer training event called Piñata. This event offers various troop 
leader training in person and enrichment topics for girl program. This year’s Piñata will be Saturday, Oct. 15. You 
can find registration in gsEvents. 
 Connect with us on the HCE Facebook page:  Girl Scout Hispanic Community. If you are bilingual and would like to 
share your skills, Hispanic Community Engagement needs you. If you need more information or Hispanic Community 
Engagement support, please contact Agustina Ruiz aruiz@sjgs.org

Girl Scout Multicultural Community Celebration 
Fun Patches
 The Girl Scout Multicultural Community Celebration Fun Patch was designed to celebrate the countless 
contributions that diverse communities have made and continue to make in the United States. Girl Scouts of all 
levels and their leaders have plenty of activities to chose from to earn each segment of this fun patch, whether 
they choose to do one or all of them. We encourage girls from all ethnic backgrounds to participate. They are sure to 
learn interesting new things. 
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Distinguish Yourself with the Girl Scout 
Highest Awards
 The Bronze, Silver, and Gold Awards are the most 
prestigious leadership awards you can earn as a Girl 
Scout. Bronze, Silver, and Gold Award recipients have 
distinguished themselves as leaders and change makers by 
creating a long-lasting impact in their community in any 
topic of their choice. How amazing is that?

Distinguish yourself with the Highest Awards by:
• Developing advanced leadership skills like 

communication skills, adaptability, responsibility, time 
management, and project management.

• Demonstrating self-motivation and commitment in an 
area that interests you.

• Stepping outside your comfort zone to work with adult 
experts in the community.

• Earning scholarships and having a stand-out college/
career resume!

Bronze Award Silver Award Gold Award
Eligibility Juniors– Complete as an indi-

vidual or in a troop or group 
Cadettes– Complete as an individual 
or in a group of up to four girls 

Senior and Ambassador– Complete as 
an individual

Hours 20 hours 50 hours 80 hours
Approval Process No project proposal required. 

Final Report submitted/
approved by troop leader.

Required Project Proposal and Final 
Report approval from the Silver 
Award Committee. Responses 
typically take two to three weeks.

Required Project Proposal and Final 
Report approval from the Gold Award 
Committee. Reviews typically occur 
every two weeks.

Deadlines Final Report due by Sept. 30 of 
the year the girl completes 5th 
grade.

Final Report due by Sept. 30 of the 
year the girl completes 8th grade. 
Girls who have completed 8th grade 
must submit their Project Proposal by 
Aug. 1.

Final Report due by Sept. 30 of the year 
the girl completes 12th grade. Girls who 
have completed 12th grade must submit 
their Project Proposal by July 1.

Where to Start Visit GSSJC’s Bronze Award 
webpage and read the Bronze 
Award Project Guide.

Visit GSSJC’s Silver Award webpage 
and read the Silver Award Project 
Guide. Take Silver Award Training on 
gsLearn.

Visit GSSJC’s Gold Award webpage 
and read the Gold Award Project Guide. 
Girls sign up for Gold Award Orienta-
tion on gsLearn.

Prerequisites Complete one Junior Journey Complete one Cadette Journey Complete two Senior/Ambassador 
Journeys OR the Silver Award and one 
Senior/Ambassador Journey. Take Gold 
Award Orientation on gsLearn.

Contact bronzeaward@sjgs.org silveraward@sjgs.org goldaward@sjgs.org

Please explore ALL information provided about your Highest Award BEFORE reaching out to the corresponding Highest 
Award email. Most questions will be answered by reading the appropriate Project Guide and watching any relevant trainings.

Operations Staff and Volunteers
Volunteer Relations Committee (VRC)
Genevieve Walls and April Moncrieff, co-chairs 
Committee Members: Alice Bohlae, Gena Drawhorn, Pam 
Hubbard, Corrie Jenkins, Izzy Martinez, Julie Mayer, 
Becky Perry and Donna Marshall.

Operating Committee
Kirsten Davenport and Aimée Sproles, co-chairs
Members- Erin Abbey, Jane Gasdaska, Julie Deeter, April 
Moncrieff

Council-Wide Coordinators
Outdoor Experience- Genevieve Walls

Girl Experience- Triniti Brown, Kirsten Davenport, 
and Corrie Jenkins

Community Engagement- Elena McCreery

Volunteer Experience- Jo Blackburn, Pam Ugalde

Product Sales- Jennifer Lowry

Financial Management Coordinator- 
Angela Martin-Worthington
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How to Wear Uniforms
Girl Scouts wear uniforms in ceremonies, when officially representing Girl Scouts, and when they want to show 
their Girl Scout pride. We know girls love acquiring patches, badges and insignia for their uniforms, and this is one 
of the most memorable pieces of Girl Scouts for alumnae. Here are some basic tips:
• Sashes are worn from the right shoulder to the left hip.
• The insignia tab is worn on the left chest over the heart.
• All unofficial awards go on the back of the uniform, including cookie, camp and fun patches.
• For formal events, sashes, vests and tunics are worn with white shirts and khaki pants or skirts.
• If you run out of space on the front of your uniform, you may place badges and awards on the back.
More details on how to wear uniforms can be found on GS Connect or your local Girl Scout ship. 

Badges vs. Patches, what’s the difference?
Badges and awards are earned by girls through completing steps found in The Girl’s Guide to Girl Scouting and 
the different Girl Scout Journeys for each Girl Scout program level. Girl Scout badges and journeys are placed on 
the front of the uniform. Patches are given to girls for attending events or participating in other program related 
activities. Patches should be placed on the back of the uniform.

Volunteer Camper 
Certification
Do you need to complete your certifications? Try 
getting them done during the cool fall months! 
Remember that 591 Camping and Overnight 
Basics (COB) is a prerequisite for Volunteer 
Camper Certification (VCC). This training is free 
and can be found on gsLearn. You can complete 
on your own time by logging on to your MYGS 
account. 

VCC is taken at Camp Agnes Arnold in Conroe. 
Here are the fall dates:

Sept. 17,  Oct. 8, Oct. 22,  Nov. 5 , Nov. 19, Dec. 10
Take at the Fall Volunteer Conference–Nov. 11. 

Fall Volunteer Conference
Fall Volunteer Conference is back and bigger than ever!

Nov.  11– 13 at Camp Agnes Arnold 

For the first time, come to FVC and get First-Aid certified, take your Volunteer 
Camper Certification (VCC), take a program-level training, and participate in a 
few enrichment courses all in one weekend! While there, you can also visit the Girl 
Scout shop, exchange S.W.A.P.S., see the new goats and chickens at Misty Meadows 
Ranch, meet fellow Girl Scout leaders, and so much more! FVC 2022 is bigger than 
ever this year! Join us for all your favorite classes and a few new options. This year, 
we will be offering an all-in-one training weekend for new and experienced leaders 
alike! 

This event is for YOU if:
• You are new to Girl Scout leadership
• You are looking for an outdoor enrichment courses
• You want to spend a weekend at camp without girls

Council’s mobile shop will be available at camp Friday evening and Saturday morning. 



11     

Troop Camping Reservations Open for the Fall!
 Come to camp for a troop camping weekend! GSSJC has eight camp properties available across the council for 
troops to use on weekends all year!
 Troops can book a camp property for weekends 
now through the end of Feb. 2023. Reservations for 
March through Aug. 2023 will open on Dec. 1.
 Galveston Bay House has been rebuilt at its new 
location on Galveston Island and is available for troops 
to book on a first-come, first-served basis through Feb. 
2023 and will follow the same schedule as all other 
camp properties. This property is popular! We cannot 
guarantee availability, so check Camping Central* and 
be sure to put at least three date options on your F-127 
form. Remember, troops may only have two future 
reservations on the books at any given time.
 How do I book a unit at camp? Complete a 
F-127 Troop/Group Camp Request Form and email it 
to camprservations@sjgs.org, along with a copy of 
your troop first aider’s certification. List your troop’s 
camp-trained adult on your form. Submit your form a 
minimum of two weeks before your desired camping weekend. Check Camping Central in the Online Community 
for camp availability.
 How do I know I’ve completed camp training? Each troop needs a volunteer who has taken camp training. 
Here are the options:
• Camping and Overnight Basics (COB) – available in gsLearn to all registered adult members. Certifies an adult to 

take a group to camp. (Note: Campfires are not allowed if a troop only has a COB-trained volunteer.)
• Volunteer Camper Certification (VCC) – COB is a prerequisite for taking this course. This allows troops to fully 

use outdoor cooking skills and campfires while at camp.
• Standard Troop Camp Training/Outdoor Training – GSSJC no   
 longer offers these courses, but if an adult took one of these   
 courses in the past, they are qualified to take a troop to camp   
 and build campfires with them. If you fall into this category,   
 please include your certification card with your camp    
 reservation request.

     Allow at least five business days to receive confirmation of your 
camp placement and allow up to two weeks if you are submitting a 
request for more than four weeks in the future.
     Note: Camp Whispering Pines and Camp Wind-A-Mere will be 
available from Oct. 7, 2022 through Nov. 20, 2022.

We’re looking forward to seeing you at camp!

*Camping Central is a GSSJC digital resource available at https://community.gssjc.org/Community

Scroll to Camping Central and login at the top of the webpage with your MyGS credentials to access member-only 
details about our camp properties and processes. 

SPARK Weekends
Spark weekends are camping events 
that include program activities on 
Saturday with lunch and dinner 
provided. Join us for an easy to plan 
camping weekend!
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 Camp Agnes Arnold serves as a gateway 
camp and launch point for the highest 
quality outdoor programs and experiences. 
Our largest capacity camp, Camp Arnold,  
features both traditional and specialty 
elements for all campers, high adventure 
elements, lake activities, and all-around 
outdoor camping experiences. The Conroe 
Camps Master Plan, presented at our Annual Meeting in 
2020, organizes the camp’s operations and improvements 
into villages or activity zones: Silver Springs Village, 
Community Village (in the future), Lake Village, 
Adventure Village, Central Village, 
Legacy Village and Welcome Village. 
Additionally, with this master plan, 
we have established new standard 
designs for shower houses and 
restroom facilities that will be 
replicated at other properties.
 Although the pandemic 
delayed our intended timing for 
a capital campaign approved by 
the board of directors, the council 
has successfully implemented 
some of the highest priority early 
investments: renovations at the 
Camp Agnes Arnold lodge complex, 
and construction of the Hamill 
 Now that the new Welcome Center is open, additional 
funding has been allocated to add a retail shop, meeting 
room amenities, and program kit locker room to this 
facility. Improvements also have been made to the Adult 
Training Center, and it will now be available for additional 
adult programming beyond training. 

Girl Scouts of San Jacinto Council Camps

Camp Agnes Arnold

 We were excited to announce 
the grand opening of Adventure Park 
just in time for the 2021 summer camp 
season. During resident camp, all Cadette 
through Ambassador program-level 
sessions included one or more Adventure 
Park experiences. Additionally, we will 
be hiring staff to support Adventure 
Park throughout the troop camping year 
and will provide three to five time slots 
for troops to challenge themselves at the 
course on the weekends that it is open.
          Camp Arnold will implement the 
village concept for group reservations 
to provide a variety of lodging and 

flexibility for gatherings of all sizes – including multiple 
programs or events at the same time. For example, a 
council-wide program such as Brownie Magic may take 
place in one village while a Region older girl weekend is 
using another village. 
 Depending on the council’s financial capacity, next 
stage investments are planned to include: 
• A new park-like gathering space with lawn games, 

picnic areas and climbing features across from the 
pool 

• A best-in-class, full-spectrum target sports center 
• New air-conditioned cabin units at Winding 

Woodlands and Timberlane 
• Decommissioning the yurts and expanding Mulberry 

Bend to two platform tent units with a new shower 
house 

• A new staff house 
• A new maintenance center

camp agnes arn
old
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 Misty Meadows Ranch is the agricultural and equitation 
center of excellence. In the early years of this strategy, we focused 
primarily on improvements to our horse herd. This included the 
addition of several larger draft horses and increased staffing to 
support the training for and development of the herd and programs. 
The equitation team also has started offering private horseback 
lessons to give girls more opportunities to advance their skills.  

 Additionally, we have completed installing 
air-conditioning units to be used during 
the summer and early fall seasons in the 
Madeley, Allen, and Low cabin units. Plus, 
for additional programmatic improvements, 
virtually all summer camp sessions at Misty 
Meadows Ranch include one or more horse 
experiences ranging from horse care and skill-
building to games and trail rides. We have continued to implement additional ranch experiences 

which now include small animals. Come visit Misty Meadows Ranch to meet our newest camp residents, our chickens 
and goats! Casa Mare, which means Home by the Sea, serves as a premier sailing and STEAM center of excellence. 

Misty Meadows Ranch

Casa Mare

This camp is the flagship destination for on-the-water experiences, including a progression of 
watercraft. It provides an alternate destination near Houston for troop camping in a salt-water 
coastal environment. This camp also offers land-based programs with a focus on STEAM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering, Arts, and Math). 
 The Port and Starboard redesign committee finished the schematic design phase of work for 
new dormitories that are envisioned to replace Port and Starboard dorms. These replacement dorms are priority 
investments for Casa Mare when funding becomes available.

misty meadow
s ranch

casa  mare
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 We are thrilled to announce that the new 
Galveston Bay House is now complete! This new 
camp property can serve as a hostel and launch point 
to discover Galveston Island attractions and also 
includes plenty of opportunities for on-site activities 
and exploration.  
 This home can serve up 30 girls in two troops and 
is the perfect location for a weekend getaway as our 
Girl Scouts tour Galveston Island.  The new Galveston 
Island Bay House is nestled on 7 acres of land with 
natural water features for plenty of on-site activities 
like crabbing, fishing, and bird watching.
 Troops can reserve this property on a first-come, 
first-serve basis through the end of February using 
the F-127 Camp Request form. 

Galveston Bay House

Camp Pryor
 Camp Pryor serves as a Texas 
ecology and adventure center of 
excellence. It provides a fun and 
adventurous outpost for girls 
seeking a deeper immersion in the 
Texas landscape and a stronger 
array of individual experiences and 
challenges. There’s a river, lake, 
forest and prairie to offer a blend of 
outdoor experiences all in one location.
 We have made some initial improvements to the 
corral, converted the old Unit 1 site to an open-air 
pavilion, replanted trees along the north shore of 
Hamill Lake, added a new bike barn, and added new 
small craft equipment at Hamill Lake. Additionally, 
we have added family camping programs during the 
summer season. 
 In the future, we will make additional 
improvements to the facilities that support the 
equitation program and augment our programs to 
capitalize on Camp Pryor’s diverse ecology. 

galveston bay h
ou

se

camp pryor 
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 Camp Robinwood supports not only troop and 
community camping but also family camping! At 
Robinwood, we will build on the legacy, storyline, 
and relatively comfortable scale of this property. The 
proximity of different programs allows for an accessible 
entry-level experience for girls, volunteers, troops, and 
families. The diversity of lodging options provides the 
chance to engage small groups “where they are” in their 
experience level with the great outdoors and introduce 
our Girl Scout families to great camping experiences. 

 So far, we have implemented 
family camping programs around 
holiday weekends for this camp 
and made improvements to the lake 
and dam. Near-term investments 
at Camp Robinwood will include 
renovations to Lakeview Dorm and 
the lodge. 

Camp Robinwood

Camwood, Camp Whispering 
Pines, Camp Wind-a-mere

 

 The Properties Committee continues to evaluate 
our opportunities with these three properties. 
For Camps Whispering Pines and Wind-a-
mere, the East Texas and South Programs and 
Partnerships task forces have completed their work 
and provided recommendations for partnership 
opportunities across the geographies served by 
these camps. Establishing formal agreements with 
those organizations was delayed by the pandemic. 
As facilities reopen for public use and have the 
capacity to work with us, our staff and volunteers 
will pursue these formal agreements and make 
them available to members seeking programmatic 
experiences or facilities to rent. 
 We continue to be committed to looking beyond 
our camps to expand the opportunities for girls 
to engage in outdoor camping and programmatic 
experiences. We will explore partnerships with 
state parks, private camps or other program and 
facility providers to support troop camping, events 
and outdoor programs.

 Additionally, Camps Whispering Pines and Wind-a-
mere now operated seasonally for specific time frames 
in the fall and spring. This enable us to leverage our 
resources most effectively to support the needs of the 
local communities while continuing to improve the 
other camp facilities that have a stronger role in our 
long-term strategy.
 A lot of work still needs to take place to evaluate 
our long-term options – ranging from rest, sell, lease, 
co-ownership or sale and lease-back. For now, we will 
continue to maintain these sites but not invest beyond 
their current state or expand. The timeline for any 
decisions is unknown and could be two to five years or 
even longer before we have a definitive plan. 
 In the meantime, we have expanded the resources 
and services that are available from the Lufkin Resource 
Center, including a picnic site and archery range. We 
are also establishing a partnership with Girl Scouts of 
Northeast Texas to provide a cooperative agreement 
for our Girl Scouts to attend Camp Bette Perot outside 
Palestine, Texas, which offers horseback-riding 
programs and treehouse camping. Additionally, adult 
training is now being offered in various locations to 
support our volunteers. 

camp robinw
ood
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Archery Program Helps Girls Focus and Persevere on the Range and in Life 
 Girl Scout Maggie loves archery because it’s fun and makes her 
feel strong and independent. She says that hitting the bullseye is 
so exciting that she cannot help but share her enthusiasm with the 
other girls in the Archers in Motion program. “Sometimes it’s hard 
to get on the target, but I like the challenge,” says Maggie, a Junior 
Girl Scout. “Even when I struggle, I still have a lot of fun.”
 Maggie joined the special interest group about a year and a half 
ago. She attended a family camp with her mom and dad and had 
the opportunity to try archery. Soon after, she received her own 
bow and arrows for her ninth birthday and joined the Girl Scout of 
San Jacinto Council’s Archery program.
 AIM teaches girls archery skills and techniques at Camp 
Robinwood, where they shoot from a certain distance and try to 
hit a specific score before progressing to the next shooting level. Girls in the program meet monthly and shoot six 
rounds for two hours. They each carry a goal sheet to every session to track their shooting progress. As a group that 
follows the Junior Olympic Archery Development program, girls work to master archery so they can eventually 
participate in competitions. 
 The program is open to all girls, including those with special needs. “l love that archery is adaptable. Anyone 
can do it,” says AIM coach and Girl Scout volunteer Lani Simonton, who is also Maggie’s mother.
Archery helps girls learn how to focus, concentrate, and persevere. When girls miss hitting the target or the 
bullseye, they slow down, refocus, work on their technique, and shoot again until they are successful. More 
importantly, the girls feel a sense of empowerment and confidence every time they hit the target or reach a score to 
move to the next level, Lani says.
 “I always tell them, ‘If you stand like Superwoman, you already have the right stance you need,’ and they start 
off feeling powerful,” Lani says. “It’s a lifelong hobby and skill they can take with them.”
The program reached 30 participants during 2021-22. This year’s goals are to get the program back to its pre-
pandemic participation level of 100 girls and reinforce teamwork among the girls even though archery is an 
individual sport. Lani says she sees the girls work together during every session. They arrive early to the field 
to help set up before the session and stay late to put away the equipment. And they all pitch in to find wayward 
arrows that land in the field.
 Lani says the program plans to host events this year. The events 
will be opportunities for the archers to develop team bonding and 
teach other girls how to shoot. She says she is excited about growing 
the program and coaching a new group of girls this year.

 

Find Yourself a Special Interest Group to Join!
 Girl Scouting is full of amazing opportunities for girls, and girls in San Jacinto Council also have a unique 
opportunity to do a deep dive into an area they’re interested in through our special interest groups, also know as 
SIGs. Girls can join these groups in addition to – or even in place of – a traditional troop. 
 The groups give girls an outlet to explore their own interests with like-minded girls and learn new skills. So, 
whether your Girl Scout is interested in learning more about space or wants to sail the high seas, we have a group for 
her. All the special interest groups are now open for registration. Visit our council’s Events page to register today!

AIM – Archers In Motion 
Join the Archers in Motion to participate in advanced 
archery!  This is s JOAD Club for Girl Scouts ages 8 and up.  
 
Who:     Brownies (Ages 8 & Up), Juniors, Cadettes, Seniors,   
 Ambassadors, and Adults 
Where: Camp Robinwood 
When:  1st Sunday of every month 
Training Required: N/A (training is part of the regular meet ups)
Annual Membership Fee: $20 Per Girl
Other Costs: Monthly Practice Sessions - $10 per girl
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Aim for Consistency and Learn Perseverance, Responsibility in G.R.I.T. 
 Jessica Gary always wanted to learn how to handle and shoot a gun. 
So, imagine how thrilled she was when her mom told her that Girl Scouts 
of San Jacinto Council had a rifle program. Jessica signed up for Girl Rifle 
Instruction and Training – G.R.I.T. - as soon as possible. 
 That was three years ago. Since joining the special interest group, 
Jessica has honed her shooting skills and gained some essential life 
skills. She shot and scored about 40 to 50 on a target as a newbie. The 
Senior Girl Scout can now shoot and score 70 to 80 out of a possible 
100. Learning shooting skills and techniques has made her feel more 
confident and comfortable around guns, which are tools of the sport.
 The rifle program is one of the newest special interest groups created 
by GSSJC in 2018. The first girls to join the program had the honor of 
naming it. The program offers shooting sessions every second Saturday 
of each month at Misty Meadows Ranch. GSSJC plans to build a new, 
premier shooting sports facility at the Camp Agnes Arnold. It will house 
G.R.I.T., archery, and other shooting sports. 

 Girls must be 12 years before they 
take the first level Introduction of 
Rifle Program class, in which the girls 
learn the basics of gun safety and 
how to be a responsible shooter. The 
second level is Rifle Marksmanship. 
The girls can attend one or more rifle 
marksmanship sessions. After attending both level classes, the girls can choose 
to join G.R.I.T. as a member.
 Becky Perry, a GSSJC volunteer and rifle instructor, says the sport of 
shooting is one of the safest sports girls can participate in. Guns are tools of 
the sport, and girls must develop physical control to use them correctly. In 
the process, they also learn perseverance, problem-solving, self-evaluation, 
persistence, and responsibility when shooting the pellet guns.
 During the rifle marksmanship sessions, the girls work as a group to decide 
on four shooting positions they want to try for the first time or the positions 
they want to improve. They learn how to shoot in the bench rest, prone, sitting, 
kneeling, and standing positions. Bench rest is the easiest and most accurate 
position, while the standing position is the hardest and least accurate position, 
Becky said.

  The girls also work on breath control and paying 
attention to their heartbeat. Both can affect how the gun 
moves and shooting accuracy. “Every minute thing can 
affect the sport,” Becky said. “After a shot, I ask the girls 
to evaluate what happened in that moment so they can 
learn what they can do differently for their next shot.”
 The girls in the program become consistent shooters 
as they grow in the program. When girls grasp a concept, 
the instructor encourages them to look around the 
group and find girls they can help. The girls step up and 
become leaders, said Becky, who teaches along with 
GSSJC volunteer Terry Kelley. They are both trained rifle 
instructors and range safety officers.
 In 2019, the girls created an executive board and 
elected officers. Jessica served as president in 2021-22. 
She looks forward to serving in the position again this 
upcoming year if elected. The board plans field trips to 
different shooting ranges and decides how the group will 
spend proceeds from its Fall Product and cookies sales. 
Jessica says being a leader is fun because she can develop 
a plan, find ways to carry it out, then collaborate as a 
team with her friends. 

GRIT 
Trained instructors guide you as you learn basic 
firearm safety and the proper way to handle a 
rifle.  You will receive your own pair of safety 
glasses and learn to shoot at the bench rest 
position, then learn more shooting positions and 
how to improve your shooting skills in each. You 
may register for and attend as many of monthly 
sessions as you would like. 

Who:  Cadettes, Seniors and Ambassadors 
 (12 years and older) 
Where:  Misty Meadows Ranch 
Training Required: Training is part of the   
 regular meet ups.
When:  Once a month 
Annual Membership Fee: $20/girl
Other Costs: Monthly Practice - $10/girl
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Astronomy and Robotics Provides Girls with Place to Explore STEM 
 For girls who enjoy the sciences, Girl Scouts of San Jacinto 
Council has two programs that will spark your interest – Astronomy 
and Robotics. These special interest groups are for girls who are 
enthusiastic about space science or love using technology to create 
things like robots.
 The Astronomy program is open to girls in fifth through 12th 
grade. The girls meet monthly from September through May at the 
Program Place for an hour and a half of adventures. The program 
is entirely girl-led. They decide what topics they are interested in 
learning about, and the program leaders assemble the materials and 
plan the activities.
 The girls participate in fun activities like viewing the night sky to 
identify the constellations and discovering how the black hole works. 
They also have taken summer trips to Arkansas to learn about geology and to Colorado to view telescopes at several 
universities. “The girls are all very clever and willing to learn. They enjoy experiments,” said Charlotte Nicknish, the 
program’s assistant leader.
 Besides learning about astronomy, the Girl Scouts also learn about teaching. They each share their knowledge 
about astronomy with the other girls in the program. For example, if a girl is adept at reciting constellation stories, 
she will teach the other girls how to do it. The girls also teach Girl Scouts who are not in the program at events such 
as Space Fever, which features a telescope night for older girls at Camp Agnes Arnold, and Space Out, an activity for 
younger girls to explore space and science adventures.
 The program will host a pre-season party to kick off the new membership year, so check the GSSJC website for 
more information about the date and time.
 In the Robotics program, the girls make all sorts of nifty products that make the world a better place and 
present their ideas at competitions. The girls learn coding, public speaking, creative problem-solving, and how to 
overcome the fear of failure. “That’s what science is about – learning from failing,” said Rachel Archer, the STEM Girl 
Scout Leader Experience Manager. 
 The council has two robotics programs: The robotics competition teams for all Girl Scout levels except Daisies 
and the Intro to Robotics Club for Brownies and Juniors. The robotics teams meet weekly at various location to 
work on their technology projects and prepare for robotic competitions. The robotics club meets monthly from 
September through May at Program Place. The girls focus on design, coding, and creating solutions with Legos. This 
year, the older girls will also run robotics badge workshops for younger girls to help fund their robotics teams.
To participate on a team, each girl pays a fee. GSSJC provides all the equipment. The teams compete at three levels 
in the FIRST Lego League. Archer says the teams have performed well over the years, with some catapulting to 

regional and world competitions. “They 
already have an advantage because, as 
Girl Scouts, they are good at working 
together and collaboration,” she said.

 

Astronomy SIG
No requirements besides a love of astronomy and desire to share 
knowledge with other Girl Scouts. Join by signing up for the 
2022/23 membership year under gssjc.org/events.

Who: Juniors (5th grade), Cadettes, Ambassadors, Seniors
Cost: $20 for the year

Intro to Robotics Club
No requirements for joining. Join by signing up for the 2022-23 
membership year under gssjc.org/events.

Who: Brownies and Juniors; older girls can sign up as helpers.
Cost: $20 for the year

Robotics Competition Teams
No requirements for joining. Join by signing up for the 2022-23 
membership year under gssjc.org/events

Who: Brownie-Ambassadors, depends on competition level
Cost: $70 to $130 for the year
-
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Girls Connect with Nature and New Friends in Backpacking Program
 
 For girls who love the outdoors and want to learn basic 
outdoor skills, our council’s backpacking program is an exciting 
opportunity for them to connect with nature and new friends 
who share the same interests. The special interest group also 
gives girls a chance to learn how to pack a backpack, hike, and 
camp overnight. The girls organize monthly weekend trips from 
September to May, and extended trips for spring break, summer, 
and overnight camp sessions. 
 Girls must be at least 11 years old to join the group and have 
attended a backpacking orientation. Girls gain so much more 
than outdoor skills in the program. They develop confidence 
and independence that they will carry with them the rest of 

their lives. 
They also 
learn skills 
they can use in college and beyond, like teamwork, problem-
solving and the willingness to try something new. 
 Did we mention travel? Girls can choose to attend one-night 
backpacking trips to Houston-area state or national parks 
or go on an extended trip lasting seven to 10 days. The short 
trips take place once or twice a month and the extended 
trips occur to two to three times a year. In previous years, 
backpacking Girl Scouts have traveled to the Rocky, Smokey, 
and Appalachian mountains. Girls also participate in service 
projects for state and national parks in Texas by rebuilding 
and preserving hiking trails for others.

Backpacking 
The Backpacking Special Interest Group (SIG) hosts 
several backpacking trips a month from October 
through May. These trips are a great way for 
novice backpackers to gain skills by learning from 
experienced backpackers, and it’s an excellent way 
for both experienced and novice backpackers to meet 
more girls who share the same interests and love for 
the outdoors. Don’t worry if you don’t have all the 
necessary backpack equipment for weekend trips. We 
provide low-cost gear rentals. So get out on a trip and 
join the fun! To get started, you just need to attend one 
of our Backpacking Orientation weekends at Camp 
Arnold. 

Who:  Cadettes, Seniors, Ambassadors, and Adults 
Where:  Camp Arnold – Backpacking orientation 
When:  Trips are generally scheduled once a month 
Training Required: Backpacking Orientation –   
 offered three times per year
Annual Membership Fee: $25/girl
Other Costs: Trip Fees (vary based on length of trip)
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Overcome Fear and Gain Confidence in GSSJC’s Sailing Program 
 Girl Scout Sarah Shank had no idea how much she liked sailing until she 
attended an Introduction to Sailing weekend with her troop to learn about the 
Mariner program. After just one exhilarating ride on a sailboat piloted by an 
older girl Mariner, Sarah was hooked on sailing. She joined the sailing program 
soon after and recently finished her sixth and final year in the program.
 Mariner is one of Girl Scouts of San Jacinto Council’s oldest special interest 
groups. The program started about 50 years ago to provide individual girls who 
enjoy challenging outdoor adventures an opportunity to specialize in an activity 
outside of traditional Girl Scout activities. Mariners meet at GSSJC’s Casa Mare 
in Seabrook during the spring and summer. The girls receive instruction from 
trained adult volunteers and older Mariners, and mid-program Mariners who 
serve as on-the-water coaches. 
 Girls must have a swim card and take basic training for two weekends 
before joining the program. Girls learn everything from turning the boat upright 
if it tips over to how to do man overboard recovery. Many girls who join the 
program have never been on a sailboat. However, by the end of the training, they 
will have learned how to sail a 14-foot sailboat. 
 Robert Rice, a Mariner volunteer and avid sailor, says sailing isn’t easy, 
but it’s within every girl’s reach. They don’t have to be athletic or a good student to be a successful sailor. “It’s an 
opportunity to try challenging things in an environment where failure has a soft landing,” he said.
Once they have completed the basic sailing class, girls are members of the Mariner program. They can come to 
camp for Sail for Fun Mariner weekends, take more advanced sailing classes, and help non-sailors experience the 
fun during Intro to Sailing weekend. The girls start sailing on small Sunfish boats and eventually learn to sail bigger 
boats. 
 Sarah recalls her first time on a sailboat with an older Mariner. She was scared she might fall off the boat – and 
she did. “The older Mariner was really nice. She said, ‘Don’t worry about it.’ When I got out of the water, I thought, 
‘That was so much fun!’” Sarah said. “I was surprised I liked sailing so much!”
 Besides learning how to sail, Sarah has learned a lot about leadership. Her fellow Mariners elected her as a vice 
commodore on the program’s leadership team during her Ambassador year. The program helped her develop self-
confidence and apply herself more in Junior ROTC in high school, which led to her becoming Flight Commander 
and Drum and Bugle Commander, she said.
 The friendships she has developed while in the program are just as important. Sarah has gained a close-knit 
group of friends who share her love of sailing. Some have since graduated, but the girls stay in contact. If not for 
Mariners, Sarah says she would have never met her friends.
 Sarah says sailing is relaxing and peaceful. “Being out in the middle of the bay, I feel super free from all the 
stress of high school,” Sarah said. “It’s just a break from daily life and a lot of fun hanging out with friends.”  But she 
says what brings her the most joy is seeing the younger girls enjoying it as much as she does.
 Robert says it is important for younger girls to see older girls take command of the boat, so they can get excited 
about the program and become part of the Mariner family. “Mariners is a community that is tight-knit,” he said. 
“Friendships are vibrant, powerful, and long-lasting.”
 Some girls in the program go on to attend maritime programs in college or enlist in the Coast Guard. Sarah plans 
to study Maritime Transportation Operations at the Maine Marine Maritime Academy in the fall.

Mariners
As a Mariner you will learn how to sail, how to tie 
nautical knots, how to rig boats, how to rescue others, 
STEM concepts in sailing, and more! 

Who:  Cadettes, Seniors, Ambassadors, and Adults 
Where:  Casa Mare 
When:  Weekends during the spring and fall 
Training Required: Completion of the Basic Sailing   
 course (offered over two weekends in the spring  
 and fall, and during the summer)
Annual Membership Fee: $10 per girl
Other Costs: $50+ per weekend (includes meals, lodging,  
 and sailing)
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Horse-Riding Program Helps Girls Blossom into Leaders
 Girl Scout Rachel Utley recalls being shy and uncomfortable around 
people when she joined SPURS four years ago. Today, the Level 5 SPUR 
loves talking to people, being a leader, caring for horses, and teaching 
younger girls how to ride them. The program even helped her win a four-
year college scholarship to study equine science and management this fall. 
 “SPURS helped me build confidence and come out of my shell,” Rachel 
said. “I didn’t like “peopling," but over the years, I have done several media 
interviews and Older Girls Are events to promote the program.”
 SPURS – Super People Using Riding Skills – is one of Girl Scouts of 
San Jacinto Council’s equitation programs. The special interest group 
teaches girls how to ride horses and care for them, while also helping the 
girls learn new skills they can use throughout their lives. The horse-riding 
fun happens at the McNair Equestrian Center at GSSJC’s Misty Meadows 
Ranch in Conroe. 
 The SPURS program is a Girl Scout favorite, with more than 100 
girls and 84 adult members participating in 2021-22. Girls must first 
complete a SPURS training weekend in the summer or in January to 
enter the program. Stephanie Bazile, the equitation volunteer coordinator, 
says SPURS is a space to build leadership through horses. Girls come in 
timid and by the time they reach the Junior or Senior year, they have 
transformed into confident leaders “It’s so exciting to see them blossom 
and come out of their shell,” Stephanie said.
 Girls must be in at least sixth grade to join the group. Each girl has 
the opportunity to progress through five training levels and pass written 
tests. With each level, girls learn more advanced skills and take on more 
responsibilities under the supervision of older Girl Scouts in the group 
and adult volunteers. At Level 1, for example, girls learn the basics, such 
as horse safety and how to groom, tack, and care for horses. As they advance to Level 2, they continue to learn more 
advance riding skills and strengthen their leadership skills by teaching Level 1 SPURS.
 Girl Scout Ellie is a Level 2 SPUR who enjoys being a buddy, a SPUR member paired with a Girl Scout of similar 
age who is visiting the ranch with her troop. It’s a fantastic way to make new friends, and it has helped Ellie build 
leadership skills. She gives tours of the ranch and instructs younger girls about the program. She also likes helping 
the adult trainers teach other girls how to ride the horses. “Sometimes the girls will be afraid, and we have to talk 
them through it,” said Ellie, who will continue in SPURS this fall. 
 Girls at Levels 4 and 5, such as Rachel, can work as leaders and instructors in the horse arena. They mentor and 
teach younger girls about horse care, how to correctly steer a horse, and the importance of barn and safety rules. The 
girls also lead troop rides and supervise Love, Hug, and Grooms, which are opportunities for Daisies and Brownies to 
brush and pat the miniature and full-size horses. 
 “At the higher levels, girls should be able to tack up and work with any horse in the barn and be able to walk, trot, 
and canter a horse,” said Mariah Balmer, an outdoor experience manager. “They have to put in a lot of challenging 
work and dedication and improve their skills.”
 As a bonus for the Level 3 and above SPURS, the girls can be a member of the council’s parade team, which 
represents the council at local parades, including the Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo parade. 

     Teaching younger girls how to care for and ride horses has 
become Rachel’s passion, and she enjoys serving in her role as 
the president of the SPURS Advisory Board. The board makes 
recommendations for program improvements, plans events, 
and acts as a bridge for girls to connect with adult volunteers 
and Girl Scout staff. 
     SPURS also helped Rachel discover her career path. At 
the end of the 2021-22 school year, she received a four-year 
scholarship from Emory & Henry College in Emory, Virginia, 
where she will study equine science and management this fall. 
Rachel says she won the scholarship based on her knowledge 
and experience in caring for and handling horses – all of which 
she learned through SPURS. 
     Rachel says she will miss the program but plans to return to 
SPURS as an adult volunteer after graduating from college.
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Girls Become STARS to Teach Other Girls Horse-Riding Skills
 In additions to SPURS, our council has another horse-riding program 
called STARS – Super Terrific Awesome Riding Scouts. Girls who join 
the program must complete three levels of equine training to become 
program aides – or STARS. These are girls who are interested in teaching 
horse skills to younger girls.
 The horse training takes place at Camp Pryor during the fall and 
spring. Girls must be at least 13 years old and complete Saddlehorns, 
Rustlers, and Wranglers. Saddlehorns is the first level of training for girls 
who are at least in the fifth grade. Girls learn about grooming and leading, 
equine nutrition, horse colors, basic horse safety and riding skills at a 
walk. Girls can work with horses at four of the learning six stations.
 Rustlers is the second level and an intermediate program that 
continues the skills started in Saddlehorns. Girls learn to saddle a horse, 
how to clean and maintain tack, and the basics of horse anatomy. They 
also learn riding skills – walk and trot – and horse safety.
 The third level is Wranglers. At this level, girls build upon the skills 
and knowledge they gained in earlier training sessions. Girls learn equine 
healthcare and conformation and how to bridle a horse. They learn horse 
safety and riding skills – walk, trot, and canter.
 When girls choose to go to the final level of STARS and become 
program aides, the program requests that they work at least one fall and 
one spring session at Camp Pryor per year. They also attend Program Aide 
Training weekend, which focuses on helping girls improve their horse 
handling skills, teaching techniques, professionalism, and teamwork. 

 
Equitation – SPURS & STARS 
Do you love horses? Join the SPURS (Super People Using 
Riding Skills) at Misty Meadows Ranch, or the STARS 
(Super Terrific Awesome Riding Scouts) at Camp Pryor, 
and learn about horse safety, horse care, and riding skills, 
and help teach those skills to younger Girl Scouts.  Register 
online for training in the fall or the spring or opt to attend 
SPURS training at summer overnight camp. 

Who:     Cadettes, Seniors, Ambassadors, and Adults 
 Younger girls may participate in STARS-led   
 Wrangler, Rustler, and Saddlehorn sessions,   
 and SPURS-led Love Hug and Groom and   
 Troop Riding sessions. 
Where:    Misty Meadows Ranch (SPURS) & Camp Pryor  
 (STARS) 
When:  Weekends throughout the school year 
 Annual Membership Fee: $25 per girl
Training Required: SPURS Training (offered three times  
 per year) or completion of the STARS program  
 (offered two times per year)
Other Costs: Weekend meals
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Get Your Groove on with the Starlettes
 Girls who like to dance and perform will get plenty of time to do 
both as a member of the Green Starlettes dance team. This special 
interest group is about putting on the best show ever and having 
fun with friends who share the same passion for dance. Girls can 
join without experience. They only need a willingness to explore 
different dance styles from modern to jazz.
 This year marks the 30th anniversary of the council’s dance 
team. The program started as - and continues to be - an outlet 
for all girls to express themselves through dance. Girls must be 
at least 11 years old or in the fourth grade to join the Green Starlettes. Besides learning dance steps, girls also build 
self-confidence and leadership skills while they create and collaborate on dance routines. All their challenging work 
culminates in performances at several events across the Houston region.
 Savannah Pack, a high school senior, says she has met many friends through the dance program, and that since 
becoming a Starlette her self-confidence has skyrocketed. The once-shy fourth grader is now a vocal dance officer 
who enjoys choreographing dance routines for her team. “I’m not afraid to speak to people, and I’m not afraid to push 
myself. I feel like I can do whatever I want to do,” Savannah says.
 The dance program runs from September through May. The Starlettes is like a drill team, but dance is at the core. 
Girls can progress in leadership through the program’s officer rankings. The highest leadership position is General 
followed by Colonel down to Second Lieutenant. Senior girls must be in the program for a year to try out for officer. 
More than 120 girls joined the program last year.
 The program consists of 11 divisions, each representing a geographic area in the Girl Scout of San Jacinto Council. 
Each division practices weekly at its designated meeting place. Then all the divisions come together for event 
performances. Some of the events include performances at the University of Houston, Rice University, the Tomball 

and Humble parades, and the Harlem Globe Trotters game.
Isela Vasquez had never been on a dance team until she 
joined the Starlettes’ southeast division in fourth grade. She 
knew a girl on the team who encouraged her join. She liked 
dancing but wasn’t too thrilled about performing in front of 
people. That’s no longer a concern. Once on the stage, Isela 
says she enjoys performing and gives it her all. 
“My friend wanted me to join, so I said I might as well 
give it try,’’ says Isela, now a high school senior and 
dance officer. “I love dancing. I love teaching dancing 
and watching other girls grow. It’s my everything. I’m so 
grateful that people on the team encouraged me.”
 Theresa Alexander, the Starlettes coordinator, says 
the program is an amazing opportunity for all girls to 
participate. Plus, it gives the homeschooled girls the chance 

to connect with girls in the Girl Scout community and gives families that are not able to join private dance studios or 
high school dance teams the opportunity to be a part of the Starlettes team. “We teach the girls how to dance, work 
with them on how to be responsible, and approach adult leadership with their ideas,” Theresa said. “It’s a girl-led 
program. They create and lead the dances.”
 During individual team practices, the girls go through a stretch routine and then go over dance techniques. The 
dance officers choreograph the dance routines, then teach the dance to the other girls. The routines can be whatever 
dance style they choose – novelty, modern, hip hop, or jazz. 
 Practices also get the girls prepped for the annual spring show in May, where each division performs their dance 
routines. The show is non-competitive. It’s a chance for the teams to showcase what they have worked on during the 
year and to bond as one big team.
The program holds several camps for its members, including a:
• Weekend officers camp in August for dance officers.
• One-day dance camp in October for senior squad girls in 

sixth-12th grades.
• One-day dance clinic in October for fourth and fifth grade 

girls.
• Weekend connections camp in January for senior squad girl 

in sixth-12th grades. 
The program closes each year with a festive banquet in May, 
where girls receive recognition for their participation.

Starlettes
Love to dance? Join Starlettes! No previous 
experience or tryouts required.  

Who: Juniors-Ambassadors
Cost: Registration is $38 (includes patch  
 and T-shirt. Other uniform pieces  
 and equipment separate)


