Connections

Support the
Girl Scout Cookie Program

Find a Girl Scout selling near you at

www.gssjc.org/findcookies. Cookies on sale through March 26.

Gold Award Spotlight
on Naina Merchant!

Naina noticed the
college application
disadvantages of
first generation
students. Their
parents have not
gone to school under
the American school
system, may have
language barriers,
and difficulties
getting assistance for
college preparation.
Naina saw family ‘
members, friends
and classmates
struggle with choosing courses, when to take the SAT/
ACT, which colleges to apply to, the importance of GPA and
many more worries of a high schooler.

Gold Award
Girl Scout

Naina

Merchant

First-Gen
College
Students

Naina addressed this issue by starting a radio show series,
along with the host of Chai Time Radio Show (99.5 FM).
She interviewed high school counselors, college admission
committees, principals, teachers, and alumni. In addition,
guest speakers were bi-lingual, and listeners had the ability
to call in and ask questions. Shows were held on holidays
which allowed teens to tune in, ask their questions and get
the information they need.

“I know I reached my goal by the number of views and
listeners we had. The first show had 468 listeners and

1.8k views on Facebook and the second show had 722
listeners and 2.2k views on Facebook. My Gold Award is
sustained beyond my involvement by Chai Time Radio. The
recordings of each show are posted on YouTube and on
Spotify podcast,” said Naina.

Naina is one of many Girl Scouts who are making the world
a better place because of supporters like you. Thank you!

The ‘.

Women’s ‘
Leadership L 1
Network

WLN is designed to bring together strong, connected
women and men who are passionate about
supporting future female leaders through the

best female leadership program available - today’s
Girl Scouts. WLN will offer its members opportunities
to expand their own personal and professional
networks through exclusive events, as well as the
opportunity to mentor future leaders. Membership in
WLN starts with a personal gift of $1,000.

For more information, contact Diane Likeness at
713-292-0346 or dlikeness@sjgs.org. We look forward
to seeing you at our exclusive WLN events, as we
network, mentor our future leaders, support the Girl
Scout leadership pipeline and more!

Upcoming Donor Events:

March 27, Lessons in Networking Mentoring
Program Place for Girls
6 - 8 p.m.

April 12, Care Package Social
Program Place for Girls
6 - 8 p.m.

May 5, WLN Camp Day
Camp Agnes Arnold
10 am. -1 p.m.

June 13, Summer Social
SheSpace
6 - 8 p.m.



Send a Girl to Camp!

GSSJC remains committed to providing fun, mission driven outdoor
experiences for all girls in our community. Summer overnight camp provides
a supportive environment where girls spend time together and experience
the outdoors. They also learn about important ecological and environmental
issues with hands-on activities, like learning to canoe, riding horses, and
growing their leadership and people skills. We are thrilled to share that this
summer we’ll again be offering resident (sleepaway) camp sessions at Camp
Agnes Arnold, Misty Meadows Ranch, and Casa Mare. Girls need a sense of
normalcy and a safe place to make friends, have fun, experience the magic of
camp, and tackle new challenges.

Help us give every girl access to the joy and
developmental benefits that resident camp provides
by donating to our Campership program. Camperships
allow girls to attend summer resident camp regardless
of their family’s financial situation. Many times this is
the only way girls can experience the magic of camp.

Please consider donating today. The benefits of this
investment extend far beyond the one-week resident
camp experience. For more information, please contact
Ruth Delaunay at rdelaunay@sjgs.org or

visit gssjc.org/donate.

Great care has been exercised to ensure the proper recognition of our donors.
If an error or omission does occur, we apologize and hope you will bring it to our attention

T h a nk You , D On Or S ! Contact Ruth Delaunay at rdelaunay@sjgs.org. Contributions made Oct. 1- Dec. 31, 2022:

$25,000-$49,999 -

Ambassador

Entergy

Houston Livestock Show &
Rodeo

The Melbern G. and Susanne

M. Glasscock Foundation

The Vivian L. Smith Foundation

Valero Energy Corporation

$10,000-$24,999 - Senior

Harris and Eliza Kempner
Fund

John P. McGovern Foundation

Myra Stafford Pryor Charitable
Trust

Michelle and Joseph Raab

Kathy Sanders

Strake Foundation

United Way Galveston County
Mainland

$5,000-$9,999 - Cadette

Erin Abbey

Ellen Chin

Lori and Bill Dawson

Shelly deZevallos, Ed.D

Estate of Barbara S. Lee

Fort Bend Junior Service
League

Mary Louise Dobson

Foundation

Melanie Rippentrop

Debbie S. Scanlon

Shell Oil Company

Stephen M. Seay Foundation

The Dow Chemical Company

The Hildebrand Foundation

The Trull Foundation

Valero Energy Corporation
Genevieve Winter

$1,000-$4,999 - Junior

Craig B. Allen

Ameriprise Financial

Gensler Houston Principals

Roberto J. Bayardo, M.D.

Theresa M. Benson

Chevron Products Company

Rhonda L. Cobb

Kirsten A. Davenport

Heidi and David Doll

EC Specialists Inc

Connie and Dean Eicher

ExxonMobil

Fabio and Merrill

Fifth Generation, Inc/Love,
Tito’s

David Harris

Thomas I. Jackson

Jones Family Office, Inc.

Keys-Durkin Legacy Fund

Leslie Lenser

Patti L. Massaro

Karen M. Matlock

Cassandra McZeal

Stacy and Dee Methvin

Gina DeBottis & Mark Metts

Judy Moses

Audrey Ogawa Johnson

Nancy Lee G. Peterson

Phillips 66 Company

Sally Anne Schmidt

Brenda Schroeder

Helene R. Sheena, M.D., FAAP

Elizabeth L. Shuler, J.D.

Catherine B. Smith

Victoria Smith

Esther and Don Spencer
Kathy M. Tamer

The Kroger Company
Danielle Ward

Marguerite Woung-Chapman
Sharon and Ezra Yacob

$250-$999 - Brownie
Accenture

AIG

Amazon Smile Foundation
AT&T

Baker Hughes

Carol Bayens

Marjorie Bell

Joanna Bustamante
Melissa Carson
ConocoPhillips Company
Brigitte A. Crofoot

Karen K. Davidson

Jane Denton Jones
Morven S. Edwards
Enbridge Inc

Nancy and Robert Flatt
Steven F. and Joan F. Gilliland
Holly Haire

Alicia Hartsfield

Claudia W. Hayslip

Kathy D. Horner

Corrie B. Jenkins

Imelda Johnson

Sandy Judson

Sue Kean and Grady Walker
Nancy B. Kral

Suzanne and David Krusleski
Sergio V. Leal

Margaret Lincoln

Elena and Scott McCreery
Michele McNichol

Keith McPherson

April and Jason Moncrieff

Nacogdoches Area United
Way

Anne Neeson

Dolores and John M.
Richards, III

Patricia Rodriguez

RSM US Foundation

Stephen Sjolander

Vanessa Skrabanek

Fiona Stephan

Ellen Stickney

Charlene Tennison

Texas Instruments
Foundation

The HCA Foundation

The Stewart Title Foundation,
Inc.

United Way of Greater

Atlanta

United Way of Greater
Philadelphia and Southern
New Jersey

United Way of Midland
County

Amanda S. Vavilala

Katherine Warren

Kimberly A. Wilson

Richard Zembek

Honorariums
In Honor of Karen Soh
Kenneth Wiesenhuegel

In Honor of
Aimée R. Sproles
Nancy Lee G. Peterson

In Honor of
Amanda S. Vavilala
Lori and Bill Dawson



GSSJC’s Sailing Program Helps Girls
Overcome Fear and Gain Confidence

Girl Scout Sarah Shank had no idea how much she liked sailing until she attended an
Introduction to Sailing weekend with her troop to learn about the Mariner program.
After just one exhilarating ride on a sailboat piloted by an older girl Mariner, Sarah was
hooked on sailing. She joined the sailing program soon after and recently finished her
sixth and final year in the program.

The Mariner program is one of Girl Scouts of San Jacinto Council’s oldest special interest
groups. The program started about 50 years ago to provide individual girls who enjoy
challenging outdoor adventures an opportunity to specialize in an activity outside of
traditional Girl Scout activities. Mariners meet at GSSJC’s Casa Mare in Seabrook during
the spring and summer. The girls receive instruction from trained adult volunteers and
older Mariners, and mid-program Mariners who serve as on-the-water coaches.

Girls must have a swim card and take basic training for two weekends before joining

the program. Girls learn everything from turning the boat upright if it tips over to how to do man overboard recovery. Many
girls who join the program have never been on a sailboat. However, by the end of the training, they will have learned how

to sail a 14-foot sailboat. Robert Rice, a Mariner volunteer and avid sailor, says sailing isn’t easy, but it’s within every girl’s
reach. They don’t have to be athletic or a good student to be a successful sailor. “It’s an opportunity to try challenging things
in an environment where failure has a soft landing,” he said.

Once they have completed the basic sailing class, girls are members of the Mariner program. They can come to camp for
Sail for Fun Mariner weekends, take more advanced sailing classes, and help non-sailors experience the fun during Intro to
Sailing weekend. The girls start sailing on small Sunfish boats and eventually learn to sail bigger boats.

Sarah recalls her first time on a sailboat with an older Mariner. She was scared she might fall off the boat - and she did.
“The older Mariner was really nice. She said, ‘Don’t worry about it” When I got out of the water, I thought, ‘That was so
much fun!”” Sarah said. “I was surprised I liked sailing so much!” Besides learning how to sail, Sarah has learned a lot about
leadership. Her fellow Mariners elected her as a vice commodore on the program’s leadership team during her Ambassador
year. The program helped her develop self-confidence and apply herself more in Junior ROTC in high school, which led to
her becoming Flight Commander and Drum and Bugle Commander, she said.

The friendships she has developed while in the program are just as important. Sarah has gained a close-knit group of
friends who share her love of sailing. Some have since graduated, but the girls stay in contact. If not for Mariners, Sarah
says she would have never met her friends. Sarah says sailing is relaxing and peaceful. “Being out in the middle of the bay,
I feel super free from all the stress of high school,” Sarah said. “It’s just a break from daily life and a lot of fun hanging out
with friends.” But she says what brings her the most joy is seeing the younger girls enjoying it as much as she does.

Robert says it is important for younger girls to see older girls take command of the boat, so they can get excited about the
program and become part of the Mariner family. “Mariners is a community that is tight-knit,” he said. “Friendships are
vibrant, powerful, and long-lasting.”

Some girls in the program go on to attend maritime programs in college or enlist in the Coast Guard. Sarah plans to study
Maritime Transportation Operations at the Maine Marine Maritime Academy. Support programs like Mariners by donating
at www.gssjc.org/donate.

Congratulations, SPURS/STARS

Hunt Seat Competition Team

Five GSSJC girls qualified for the Interscholastic Equestrian
Association (IEA) Regional competition on Feb. 12. They hope
to advance at the Zone 7 Finals in San Antonio and move onto
Nationals in Tryon, North Carolina.

| girl scouts
Horse trainers Sarah Triplett and Reanna Shular are proud ' Of San JaC| Nto

of how these young ladies represent our council’s unique g ' —
equitation programs.
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event. Troops arrived full of energy and ready ¢ Houston. TX 77098-4508
to get the party started. Girls had a blast petting [ Visit us online at Www.gssic.org.
goats, making s'mores, creating SWAPs, dancing ;
to music, and watching the opening parade and

closing fireworks. There was plenty of fun for

everyone to enjoy as the council celebrated its

100th birthday.

We want to thank the Girl Planning Board and
centennial committee for making this event possible.

Special thanks to the following sponsors:

Helping Here.

Sysco

At the heart of
d and service

Donate now!

Volunteer Honored for Salllng Program

Girl Scouts of San Jacinto Council and family
and friends of late Girl Scout member Betty
Sawchak honored the Mariners co-founder and
longtime volunteer in January during a reception
at Casa Mare hosted by fellow volunteer Kathy
Tamer. Sawchak’s daughters received a plaque
commemorating her legacy as a robust supporter
and a dedicated volunteer who enjoyed helping
build girl leaders through the Mariners program.

Sawchak and Tamer co-founded Mariners about

50 years ago, making the program one of GSSJC’s
oldest special interest groups. The program provides
individual girls who enjoy challenging outdoor/
water adventures with an opportunity to learn how
to sail and, eventually, teach other girls how to sail.

Some of the first Girl Scouts (now adults) to

participate in Mariners and their family members attended the reception. They shared fond memories of Sawchak and stories
of how she and the program impacted their lives positively. They recalled how she encouraged them to excel and supported
them along the way. Some of these women now give back as Mariner volunteers!

As Juliette Gordon Low said, “The work of today is the history of tomorrow, and we are it’s makers.” We are sincerely grateful
for Sawchak’s service and her legacy which lives on through the Mariners program.
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