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Summer camp is ready to go!

Join us at one of three camps around our council.
www.gssjc.org/summercamp

Small effort equals
big support for
Girl Scouts
There are so many ways to help support girls
on their Girl Scout journey. These two easyto-use tools can maximize the benefit of your
gift to girls in our community. Be sure to share
this with friends and colleagues.

Success to
Significance
2022

SAVE THE DATE
Girl Scouts of San Jacinto Council
Centennial Celebration
Tuesday, October 18, 2022
Doors open: 11:30 a.m.
Event: noon-1:30
Hilton Americas
1600 Lamar St., Houston, TX 77010

Amazon
When you shop at Amazon, you are helping
us fulfill a mission to help girls become
women of confidence and character, who
make the world a better place. Through
the AmazonSmile program 0.5% of all the
purchases you make go towards making an
impact in the life of a girl at our council. Make
sure when you shop on Amazon you use the
smile.amazon.com link and search for Girl
Scouts of San Jacinto Council or go to
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/74-6001254 and
link your Amazon account to us.

Join us as Girl Scouts of San Jacinto
Council celebrates its 100th anniversary!

Double the Donation
Employee matching gift programs are
corporate giving programs in which the
company matches donations made by
employees to eligible nonprofit organizations.
This means you can double your impact at
no extra cost to you. Now, you can initiate a
match when you donate on our website. Visit
www.gssjc.org/donate, enter your employer’s
name, and you’ll then be able to access
guidelines, matching forms and more. Thank
you for helping us leverage your gift even
further.

Interested in purchasing a sponsorship
or donating a raffle item? Please contact
Princess Zambrano at pzambrano@sjgs.org or 713-292-0358.

This year we will be joined by native
Houstonian, Lauren Anderson. Join us
as she shares her triumphant journey
in becoming the the first AfricanAmerican to be promoted to principal
dancer at Houston Ballet – and one of
the few African-American ballerinas
at the head of a major ballet company
anywhere in the world.

Sisters memorialized at camp
Girls and volunteers from Troops #157058 and #157148 along with a
few Colony Creek community leaders came together at Camp Agnes
Arnold to hold a ceremony in honor of Olivia and Colette Nguyen who
tragically died last year. Their mother, Jackie Nguyen, pictured, with
the troops, was present during the ceremony that unveiled a paver
with their names.
Community leaders, Wendy Rachuk, along with a few troop
volunteers led the girls in prayer. This was a light hearted ceremony
where the girls had an opportunity to come out to camp and also
honor their lost friends.

Building a Better Tomorrow with
the Home Depot Foundation
Approximately 60 Girl Scouts from our council showed off their carpentry
skills as they hammered nails and used power drills to assemble ADAcompliant picnic tables at Silver Springs Village at Camp Agnes Arnold. The
event was part of a partnership between the Girl Scouts of the USA and
The Home Depot Foundation to inspire young girls to become involved in
skilled trades, such as construction.
During a hands-on
construction workshop
on March 26, women leaders in construction gave the girls instructions and
tips throughout the table-building process. They also shared advice about
entering trade careers, which remain male-dominated. Donning protective
goggles, the attentive girls built more than 12 picnic tables, which will go to
GSSJC’s camp properties across southeast Texas.
The GSUSA and The Home Depot Foundation partnership will host similar
workshops nationwide. The two organizations provide these opportunities
for older Girl Scouts to fuel their interest and build a pipeline for future
women leaders in skilled trades. Recent Gold Award Girl Scout Alexis Bartley,
who built 30 tables for The Ronald McDonald House Houston for her project,
attended the event. She says GSUSA and the foundation support women’s contributions to the skilled trade industry.
“Girl Scouts and Path to Pro, The Home Depot Foundation’s skilled trades training program, provide a gateway for women in
construction by recognizing our role, not through stereotypes but the lens of raw ability," Alexis said.

Entergy lights up camp
GSSJC is proud to partner with Entergy to promote energy efficiency and
reduced maintenance costs at Misty Meadows Ranch. This project was
made possible by combining two Entergy departments: the Environmental
Initiative Fund (EIF) and the Commercial Solutions program. “Thanks to the
support from Entergy, Misty Meadows Ranch now features energy efficient
lighting. Long-term, these cost savings will also allow us to fund further
projects to continue to make our facilities more environmentally friendly,”
said GSSJC’s CEO Mary Vitek.Future energy efficiency projects include a
lighting retrofit at Camp Agnes Arnold and HVAC replacements.
Pictured in photo: Mark Delavan, Entergy Commercial Solutions, Michele
Wiseley, GSSJC Development Director, Kevin Jenson, GSSJC Camp Ranger,
Jared Underwood, GSSJC Facilities Director, Diane Likeness, GSSJC
Development Director, David Triplett, Entergy Environmental Initiative Fund.

						

Thank you,
donors!
$50,000-$99,999 - Bronze
The Hamill Foundation
$10,000-$24,999 - Senior
Accenture
Ellen R. DeSanctis
Fred and Mabel R. Parks 		
Foundation
Girl Scouts of the USA
Harry E. Bovay Jr. Foundation
$5,000-$9,999 - Cadette
Erin Abbey
Gulf Coast Medical Foundation
OCuSOFT, Inc.

Girl Scouts helps new troop blossom
Troop #137074 is already looking forward to next year’s cookie sale after selling
more than 2,000 boxes this year. The budding entrepreneurs spent the first halfhour of their recent Girl Scout meeting assessing their sales performance. They
talk about what they will do differently. As troop leader Carol Jenkins leads
the discussion, assistant troop leader Stephanie Correia writes the Girl Scouts’
comments on a small whiteboard. What they did right included online sales,
placing flyers on neighborhood doors, greeting customers, and making sure
everyone participated in the business.
Troop #13704 is one of the most extraordinary troops in GSSJC. Formed in 2021,
the troop enjoys every aspect of the Girl Scout experience – from creating art
and reciting the Girl Scout promise to participating in friendship circles and
selling cookies. And, like all Girl Scouts, these 13 women are eager to explore new
adventures and make a difference in the world.
That’s right – women. This all-adult troop meets twice a month at Independence
Village, an assisted living home for senior adults with developmental and physical
disabilities, in Texas City. The troop’s oldest member is 85-year-old Shirley, who
has lived in the village since it opened 30 years ago. Carol and her two assistant
leaders, Liz Satterwhite and Stephanie, say they love working with the troop. It's
rewarding to help and watch the women develop life skills and their interests, they
say. Carol’s sister, Joanne, is a member of the troop, and Liz’s daughter, Kayla, is
also a member.
Judy Slocumb, the village’s executive director, says she has seen a remarkable
difference in the women. “As residents, they have a family bond, but with Girl
Scouts, the women have bonded as a unit differently,” Judy says. “You see
them being kind in a more personal way." The women have also become more
empowered, and they can now verbalize their opinions in a self-assured way, she
says. “They’re speaking up. I attribute it to Girl Scouts. They are becoming the
women we want them to be.”
Liz says Kayla loves Girl Scouts and gets excited about coming to the meetings.
“She’s grown so much. She socializes more, and she likes doing activities with the
other Girl Scouts,” she says. “She loves to sell cookies.” All the women say what they
like most about Girl Scouts, so far, is participating in cookie sales. Troop leaders
agreed, saying each Girl Scout stepped up to do their part and were fully engaged.
At the end of the cookie season, the Girl Scouts were excited about receiving their
cookie sale prizes and badges. The troop talked about what they would like to do
with their cookie sale proceeds. Stacey, 56, shouts, “Let’s go to Hawaii!” A trip is
possible, but probably not Hawaii,” Carol says. “Let’s think about it. We don’t have
to spend our money right away.”
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WLN soars at camp
Women’s Leadership Network members enjoyed an
adventure filled day at Camp Agnes Arnold on May 13. They
zip lined on the Adventure Park, tried out archery and visited
the animals at Misty Meadows Ranch! Join us for the next
Women’s Leadership Network Camp Day in the fall! Join
at www.gssjc.org/wln. For more information or questions,
please contact Diane Likeness at 713-292-0346.

Celebrating 100 years of local Girl Scouting
While Juliette Low started Girl Scouts in the United States in
1912, it took until 1922 for it to be official in the Houston area.
The first known Girl Scout troop in
Houston organized in 1918 as Daisy
Troop #1. Leaders back then were
called Captain. The 12 members and
their Captain Erlene Tysinger had
fun, especially cooking and camping
outdoors. They raised money for
their activities by baking cookies in Captain Tysinger’s
kitchen, packaging them in bags, tying them up with string,
and selling them on the banks of White Oak Bayou on the
weekends. When other girls heard about the fun, they
wanted to become Girl Scouts too. Captain Tysinger and the
girls from Troop #1 traveled around Houston, often by trolley,
to help other groups of girls learn how to become Girl Scouts.
By 1921, there were three lone Girl Scout troops in Houston,
each unknown to the others. Lone troops began for girls
who lived in remote places but who wanted to be part of
Girl Scouting. These troops registered through National
Headquarters and were instructed by correspondence.
Corinne Fonde, director of the newly formed Houston City
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Recreation Department,
helped troops find
service projects. She
recruited Frances
Mann Law, volunteer
chair of the Recreation
Department’s Playground
Committee, to help
organize more Girl
Scout troops. These
two visionary women
are now known as our
Founding Mothers.
First troop in Girl Scouts of
San Jacinto Council.
The first Girl Scout charter for Houston
Girl Scouts, dated April 19, 1922, was
the third charter granted in Texas. Scan
the QR Code to watch a video about the
history of GSSJC.

Facebook.com/GSSJC

girlscoutssanjacinto

